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This  supplement  presents  annual  and 
monthly  data  on  prices  and  margins  of  selected 
foods,  bringing  up  to  date  the  t.^bles  of  the 
original  report  published  under  the  same  titli 
in  July,  1936.   Except  where  otherwise  noted, 
table  numbers,  methods  of  calculation,  and  de- 
scriptive and  qualifying  footnotes  are  the  same 
as  shown  in  the  original  report, 
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Developments  during  1939 

Public  attention  was  focused  upon  changes  in  food  prices  dur- 
ing the  last  four  months  of  1939,  following  the  outbreak  of  war  in 
©Jirope.  Fear  of  soaring  food  prices  and  of  possible  "profiteering" 
caused  consumers  to  buy  foods  in  large  quantities  during  early 
September,  depleting  store  stocks  and  inducing  a  share  rise  in  whole- 
sale food  prices.  An  abrupt  advance  carried  retail  prices  of  a 
selected  list  of  important  foods  up  6  percent  from  August  to  Ssr^tember, 
while  the  level  of  prices  paid  farmers  for  food  products  rose  14  per- 
cent. For  foods  as  a  group,  the  dollar  increase  in  retail  value  was 
Passed  back  to  the  farmer  in  full  and  the  farmar's  share  of  the  retail 
food  dollar  increased  substantially.   The  spread  between  farm  value 
and  retail  value,  representing  total  marketing  charges  of  middlemen, 
renained  unchanged  from  August  to  September  and  than  declined  some- 
what. The  level  of  prices  received  by  farmers  for  food  products 
held  most  of  the  September  gain  throughout  the  later  months  of  1939. 

Table  A  presents  a  summary  of  the  price  and  margin  data  for 
1939  by  individual  food  items,  showing  retail  price,  equivalent  farm 
value,  margin,  and  farm  value  as  a  percentage  of  retail  price.   This 
last  percentage  may  be  used  as  a  measure  of  the  farmer's  share  of 
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<ftbl«  A.. 


to-reUll  pric.  upr^mA,  for  food  product,  ia 


—  3 


1938 


B«tall 
cooBodltgr 


Unit 


f»rm  equlTaloat 


s 


Pork  products  . . . . 
l«"b  product*  .... 
Bftiry  products  ... 

Bftna 

^*** ••.... 

■^K* 

Bread,  white  

Bread,  rye , 

Bread,  whole  wheat 
Soda  crackers  


•••••  C<»"^PO»lte  products  : 

1  11  IV   ,.  '  ''*»■  100  lbs.  silk  • 

■•" ^  dot 0a 


composite  ....;  12,1 
"       16.2 


131. 
14.9 
18.4 


'••••••  • 


.97  lb.  wheat 

.39  lb.  rye  aad  .64 

lb.  wheat  

.93  lb.  wheat  ....... 

1.085  lbs.  wheat  ... 


21.4 
26.8 

312. 
30.1 
32.6 


•  •  • 


■  •  •  t  ■ 


'••«••  • 


£"/l^., '  1.27SH,..  corn 

o?2'V- '.i<«?"'»i 


1  u. 

1  lb. 
1  Ik. 

1  u. 


l.O    7.» 


>••••. ....2 


1  lb 

1  lb 

■•  *''•  ••••.... 
8-os.  packa^ 
2S-0S.  package 

1  lb 

1  lb 

24-os.  package 


Oraages  

l*»on»  1/  

Beaas,  greea  . . . 

Cabbag 

C»rrots  

C«lery  1/  

l*ttuce 

Onions  

Potatoes,  white 
Potatoes,  sweet 
%>inach 


•  e  • 


••..•«. 


•.•.••• 


1/17  box  ....*; 

1/27  box  

1/30  bushel  . . 

1  lb 

1/55  bushel  

1/78  of  2/3  crate 

1/48  crate  

•^  lb 

1  lb.  

1/55  bushel 
1/18  bushel 


•  ••••« { 


•  •  • . .  . 


. .  • 


!••...* 


•  •«......,.  ; 


1  lb.  .. 
1  dosea 
1  dosea 
1  lb.  . . 
1  lb.  . . 
1  bunch 
1  bunch 
1  head  . 
1  lb.  .. 
1  lb.  .. 
1  lb.  .. 
1  lb. 


••t....S 


'••••••..: 


So.  2  can 


>••••■  t 


Asparagus,  canned  1/. . :  2.19  u.          *"*  ?  *  ^'^'^  ^^ 
Pork  and  beans.        «•"  aos 

canned  1/ '.   .35  ^^^  ^  ' 

Oreen  beans,  canned  ..:  .88  lb  " 

Corn,  canned  ..       •  -?  a  i  v 1 

p...  ^'""•''a ,.  3,2  lbs.  sweet  corn 

Pons,  canned , 977  ib,  . . 

Toaatoes,  canned ;  2. 3  lbs!  '.'.'.'.'. 


• . .  •  • 


16-oz.  can 
No.  2  can 
Ho.  2 
So.  2 
■0.  2 


J'rwaos 

fialslns  1/  ... 
Mavy  beans  ... 
Beet  sugar  ... 
Cane  sugar  ... 
Peanut  butter 


can 
can 
can 


'••..•>.., 


'•••.... . 


I........ 


■"  AO.  ......... 

1.08  lbs 

1  lb.  dry  beans  

6.9  lbs.  sugar  beets 
12.7  lbs.  sugar  cane 
1.73  lbs.  peanuts  .. 


•  •  »  •  • 


•  •••••• 


1  lb. 
1  lb. 
1  lb. 
1  lb. 
1  lb. 
1  lb. 


••«.... 


'•••... 


0.9 
1.0 
1.1 

1.5 
2.0 
1.6 
1.1 
2,2 
2.3 
1.6 
2.4 

1.7 

6.2 

7.2 

3.0 

0.8 

1.1 

2.0 

2.9 

0.6 

1.2 

1.4 

1.9 

1.3 
2.2 
7.9 

0.7 
1.9 
1.5 
2.2 
1.4 

2.8 
2.5 
2.9 

1.8 
1.7 
5.9 


8.6 

9.1 

15.  S 

3.6 

5.1 
7.1 
7.1 

24.1 
7.7 

14.3 
8.4 

5.0 

27.9 

24.5 

10.6 

3.6 

5.4 

8.3 

8.3 

3.8 

2.5 

4.2 

6.7 

16.8 
20.4 
27.8 

7.2 
10.1 
10.6 
13.8 

8.6 

9.1 
9.4 
6.2 
5.6 
5.4 
18.0 


9.3 
10.6 

181. 
15.2 
14.2 


6.6 

7.7 

8.1 

14.3 

2.3 

3.1 
5.5 
6.0 

21.9 
5.4 

12.7 
6.0 

3.3 

21.7 

17.3 

7.6 

2.8 

4.3 

6.3 

5.4 

3.0 

1.3 

2.8 

4.8 

14.9 
18.2 
19.9 

6.5 
8.2 
9.3 
11.8 
7.3 

5.7 
6.9 
3.3 
4.0 
3.7 
12.1 


fim  value 
as  a  per^ 
centage  of 
retail  Talue 


Percent 


5T 
60 

49 

SO 
50 

la 

10 
11 

7 

39 
39 

23 
15 
9 
30 
11 
29 

34 

22 

30 

28 

22 

20 

24 

35 

21 

48 

33 

28 

8 
11 

28 

10 
19 
12 
14 
16 
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27 
47 
31 
31 
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the  retail  price,  neglscting  the  hyiDroducts  and  additional  materials 
involved  in  processing.   In  figure  1,  these  farmer's  siiaTos  in  1939 
are  compared  graphically  for  several  food  products.  A  wido  variation 
among  foods  is  apparent,  the  share  ranging  up  to  56  cents  for  aggs 
and  down  to  7  cents  for  soda  crackers.   Th*^  ferner  receiv»»d  large 
shares  for  dairy  and  poultry  products  and  for  meat  products,  but  re- 
ceived small  shares  for  canned  fruits  and  vegetables  and  some  highly 
processed  ba.kery  and  cereal  products. 
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Table  B.-  Recent  trend*  of  retail  prices,  equivalent  fan)  value* 

and  margins  for  selected  food* 


In  order  to  obtain  a  general  overall 
prices  and  margins  for  all  foods,  the  retail 
have  been  combined  into  a  single  "58  foods" 
annual  expenditures  for  these  foods  by  a  typ 
using  quantities  purchased  in  1918-19.  Thes 
together  with  equivalent  farm  value,  margin, 
the  consumer's  food  dollar,  are  shown  by  yea 
table  8,  page  12,  and  are  exhibited  graphica 
No  adjustments  have  been  made  either  for  pro 
benefit  payments. 


measure  of  trends  in 
prices  of  58  food  items 
composite,  representing 
ical  workingman's  family, 
e  58  food  exponditures, 
and  farmer ' s  chare  of 
rs,  1913  to  1939,  in 
lly  in  figure  2,   page  9. 
cessing  taxes  or  for 


The  margin  or  spread  between  farm  value  and  retail  value 
represents  total  charges  for  all  marketing  services  reauirod  to 
transfer  these  foods  from  farmers  to  consumers  —  including  ser- 
vices of  primary  marketing,  transportation,  storage,  processing, 
and  wholesale  and  retail  distribution.   The  changes  in  th.?r,e  total 
marketing  charges  reflect  the  combined  effects  of  two  distinct  in- 
fluences —  first,  changes  in  the  nature  and  quantity  of  marketing 
services  rendered,  and  second,  changes  in  costs  and  charges  for 
identical  services. 

In  table  B  are  shown  recent  trends  by  months  in  T)rlces  and 
margins  of  selected  important  foods,  illustrating  the  changes 
associated  with  the  outbreak  of  the  European  war  and  subseouent  de- 
velopments.  Prices  of  most  foods  .j^omped  from  raid-August  to  mid- 
September,  both  at  the  farm  and  retail,  and  they  exhibit  varying 
trends,  some  due  to  seasonal  influences,  since  September. 

Monthly  data  for  the  aggregate  of  58  foods  combined  are  given 
in  table  C  in  index  form,  July  1938  to  February  1940.  August  1939 
is  used  as  a  base  of  100  to  emphasize  developments  associated  with 
the  European  war.  These  iiid^xes  show  that  the  early  September  surge 
of  consumer  buying  was  accompanied  by  a  5  percent  rise  in  retail  food 
prices  fron  mid-August  to  mid- September.   Since  September,  retail 
food  prices  have  gradually  declined,  but  by  February  1940  they  had 
regained  their  September  level. 

The  marketing  margin  showed  no  change  from  August  to  September, 
then  decreased  to  a  January  1940  level  which  was  4  Percent  below 
August,  but  rose  in  February  to  equal  the  AUc?ust  and  September  mprgin. 


• 

Commodity       | 

Retail  unit 

Dec.  : 
1938  : 

Jxily  : 
1939  : 

Aug. 
1939  : 

Sept. 
1939 

:  Oct.  : 
:  1939  : 

Kov.  : 
1939  : 

Dec.  : 
1939  : 

Jan. 
1940  : 

Feb. 
1940 

58  foods  combined 
Retail  value 
Farm  value      : 
Margin         : 

Annual  family   : 

consumption    : 

(dollars)     : 

321 

133 
188 

308 

121 
187 

303 
118 
185 

319 

134 
185 

315 
134 
161 

314 

137 
177 

311 
132 
179 

310 

132 
178 

318 

133 
185 

Dairy  product* 
Retail  value 
Farm  value      : 
Margin         : 

100  lbs.  milk 
equivalent     : 
(dollars)     : 

3.25 
1.45 
1.80 

2.99 
1.18 
1.81 

3.C2 
1.25 
1.77 

3.20 
1.37 
1.83 

3.27 

1.47 
1.80 

3.29 
1.55 
1.74 

3.33 
1.54 
1.79 

3.38 
1.56 
1.82 

3.40 
1.54 
1.86 

Pork  product*       : 
Retail  value 
Farm  value     : 
Margin         i 

pound       : 
(cent*)      : 

: 

22.4 

13.1 
9.3 

21.3 

11.9 

9.4 

20.8 
10.4 
10.4 

22.8 

13.4 

9.4 

21.3 

12.4 

8.9 

20.3 

11.2 

9.1 

19.0 
9.6 
9.4 

18.7 
9.8 
8.9 

18.3 
9.4 
8.9 

Retail  price    : 
Farm  value      : 
Margin         : 

dozen       : 
(cent*)      : 

43.2 
27.9 
15.3 

31.2 
16.5 
14.7 

32.6 

17.5 
15.1 

37.9 
20.6 
17.3 

37.9 
22.9 

15.0 

39.6 
25.8 
13.8 

34.7 
20.5 
14.2 

31.9 
16.3 
13.6 

34.9 

20.2 
14.7 

White  bread        : 
Retail  price    : 
Farm  value      : 
Margin         : 

pound       : 
(cent*)       : 

8.0 
0.9 
7.1 

7.8 
0.9 
6.9 

7.7 

0.9 
6.8 

7.7 
1.2 
6.5 

7.7 

1.1 
6.6 

7.7 

1.2 

6.5 

7.7 

1.3 
6.4 

7.9 
1.4 

6.5 

8.0 
1.4 
6.6 

White  flour        ] 
Retail  price 
Farm  value 
Margin 

pound       : 
(cent*)       i 

3.7 
1.3 
2.4 

3.6 
1.3 
2.3 

3.6 
1.3 
2.3 

4.0 
1.7 
2.3 

4.2 

1.7 
2.6 

4.2 

1.7 
2.5 

4.3 
1.9 
2.4 

4.5 
2.0 
2.5 

4.5 
2.0 
2.5 

Corn  neal         : 
"Re'taTl  price 
Fam  value 
Margin 

i 
pound 
(cents) 

4.6 
1.2 
3.4 

4.6 
1.3 
3.3 

4.6 
1.2 
3.4 

4.5 
1.5 
3.0 

4.6 
1.3 
3.3 

4.5 
1.3 
3.2 

4.6 
1.3 
3.3 

4.6 
1.4 

3.2 

4.5 

1.5 
3.0 

Macaroni 

^tall  price 
Farm  value 
Margin 

;    pound 
(cent*) 

!  14.6 
:  1.3 
:  13.3 

14.2 

1.4 

12.3 

14.1 

1.5 

12.6 

14.2 

2.C 

12.2 

14.4 

1.3 

12.6 

14.4 

1.9 

12.5 

14.4 

2.2 

12.2 

14.4 

2.2 

12.2 

14.4 

2.2 

12.3 

Rice 

Retail  price 
Farm  value 
Margin 

! 

:    pound 
:   (cent*) 

; 

:  7.6 
:  2.1 
:  5.5 

7.6 
2.0 
5.6 

7.5 
1.9 
5.6 

7.9 
2.9 
5.0 

8.1 
2.5 
5.6 

8.1 
2.6 
5.5 

8.0 
2.4 
5.6 

7.9 
2.4 

5.5 

7.9 
2.3 
5.6 

Potatoe* 

Retail  price 
Farm  value 
Margin 

:    pound 
:   (cents) 
: 

:  2.2 

:  1.0 
:  1.2 

2.7 
1.3 
1.4 

2.3 
1.2 
l.l 

2.4 
1.2 
1.2 

2.3 
1.1 
1.2 

2.3 
1.2 
1.1 

2.4 
1.2 
1.2 

2.4 

1.2 
1.2 

2.6 
1.3 
1.3 

Anple* 

Retail  price 
Farm  value 
Margin 

• 
• 

:    pound 
:   (cents) 

: 

:  5.2 
:  1.9 
:  3.3 

5.4 
1.9 
3.5 

4.4 

1.4 

3.0 

4.0 
1.3 
2.7 

4.0 
1.2 
2.8 

4.0 
1.3 
2.7 

4.2 

1.4 
2.3 

4.4 

1.5 
2.9 

4.6 

1.7 
2.9 

Orange* 

Retail  price 
Farm  value 
Margin 

:    dosen 
:   (cent*) 

:  26.0 
:  4.2 
:  21.6 

30.2 

6.1 

24.1 

30.9 

7.5 

23.4 

34.3 

9.1 

25.2 

34.7 

9.1 
25.6 

28.8 

5.3 

23.5 

26.3 

4.3 
22.0 

23.7 

4.4 

19.3 

25.7 

6.7 

19.0 

Mavy  bean* 

Retail  price 
Farm  value 
Margin 

: 

:    pound 

:   (cents) 

t 
• 

• 
• 

: 

:  6.0 
:  2.5 
:  3.5 

5.9 
2.6 
3.3 

5.9 
2.6 
3.3 

7.1 

3.8 
3.3 

7.2 

3.3 
3.9 

6.9 
3.2 
3.7 

6.8 
3.1 
3.7 

6.7 
3.2 
3.5 

6.7 
3.2 
3.5 
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Table  C.-  58  foods  consumed  annually  by  a  typical  worklngiiia.n' s 
family  —  index  numbers  by  months  of  retail  value, 
equivalent  farm  value,  and  marketing  margin, 
July  1938  to  February  1940 


Year  and 
month 


1938 


July 

August 

September 

October 

November 

December 


^j 


1939 


January 
February 

March 

April 

i/!ay 

June 

July 

August 

September 

October 

November 

December 


1940 


Farm  value  as 

percentage  of 

retail  value 


August  1939  =  100 


111 
106 

108 

108 
111 
113 


107 

105 

40 

105 

105 

39 

106 

104 

40 

105 

104 

40 

105 

101 

41 

106 

102 

41 

108 
108 
105 

104 
102 
100 

102 
100 
114 

114 
116 
112 


104 

101 

41 

103 

100 

41 

103 

101 

40 

102 

101 

40 

102 

102 

39 

101 

102 

38 

102 

102 

39 

100 

100 

39 

105 

100 

42 

104 

98 

43 

104 

96 

44 

103 

97 

42 

January 
February 


112 

113 


102 
105 


96 
100 


43 
42 
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Because  margins  remained  unchanged,  the  farmer  received  the 
full  gimount  of  the  dollar  increase  in  retail  value  from  August  to 
September.   This  increase  amounted  to  a  rise  of  14  percent  in 
equivalent  farm  value.  Farm  prices  of  these  foods  as  a  group  have 
held  most  of  this  gain  through  February  1940  when  farm  value  was 
113  percent  of  August  after  rising  to  116  percent  in  November. 
Prices  of  some  farm  food  products  were  at  extremely  low  levels  in 
December  —  notably  hogs  and  eggs. 

Historical  Trends  in  Prices  and  Marketing  Charges 

A  striking  feature  of  the  series  depicted  in  figure  2  is  the 
relative  stability  of  the  margin  compared  with  the  wide  fluctuations 
in  retail  value  and  farm  value  of  58  foods.   Since  1933  this  margin 
has  fluctuated  within  the  narrow  range  of  from  $185  to  $193.  These 
inflexible  marketing  charges  pass  back  to  the  farmer  any  percentage 
decline  in  retail  value  in  the  form  of  a  much  larger  percentage  drop 
in  farm  value,  as  illustrated  in  the  decreases  from  1920  to  1921, 
when  a  21  percent  decrease  in  retail  value  brought  about  a  34  percent 
decline  in  farm  value,  and  from  1937  to  1938,  when  a  decline  of  9  per- 
cent in  retail  value  was  accompanied  by  a  19  percent  drop  in  farm 
value. 

At  $185  in  1939,  the  margin  for  58  foods  was  at  the  lowest 
level  since  1933.   In  the  last  21  years  the  margin  has  dropped  below 
$185  only  for  the  two  years  1932  and  1933. 

A  review  of  the  broad  trends  in  prices  and  margins  of  58  foods 
since  1913  is  of  interest.   These  trends  are  illustrated  in  figure  2. 

During  the  World  Tar  period,  from  1913  to  1920,  farm  value, 
retail  value,  and  the  marketing  margin,  all  more  than  doubled  in 
size,  with  the  margin  and  farm  price  increases  lagging  behind  the 
rise  in  retail  prices.   From  1920  to  1921  retail  value  dropped  from 
$514  to  $404.  farm  value  declined  from  $272  to  $179,  and  the  margin 
dropped  from  $242  to  $225.   During  the  remainder  of  the  1920' s,  the 
variation  in  these  thrae  series  was  confined  to  moderate  fluctua- 
tions.  From  1930  to  1933  severe  declines  occurred  —  retail  value 
dropping  from  $391  to  $264.  farm  value  from  $171  to  $92,  and  the 
marketing  margin  from  $220  to  $172.   This  was  followed  by  steady  re- 
covery to  1937  with  retail  value  at  $353,  farm  value  at  $160,  and 
the  margin  at  $193.   Thro^ogh  1938  and  1939  these  three  series  have 
been  decreasing  to  1939  levels  of  $311  for  retail  value,  $126  for 
farm  value,  and  $185  for  the  marketing  margin. 

Retail  values  of  53  foods  have  never  dropped  to  pre-war 
levels  since  1917,  but  with  increasing  charges  for  marketing,  the 
amount  received  by  farmers  dropped  below  pre-war  levels  during  the 
depression  years  1931-34  and  again  during  1938-39, 
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ill 
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The  Farmer's  Share 

The  comparison  of  farm  value  as  a  percentage  of  retail  value  is 
given  in  table  8  and  shown  in  the  lowest  section  of  fig:ure  2.   This 
percentage  may  be  use!  as  an  index  shorting  the  number  of  cents  paid  to 
the  farmer  out  of  a  consumer's  dollar  spent  for  all  foods.   The 
farmer's  share  has  shown  a  general  downward  trend  over  the  27-year 
period.   Before  1920  the  farmer's  share  of  the  consumer's  dollar 
amounted  to  more  than  50  cents,  during  the  1920' s  the  share  averaged 
about  47  cents,  but  since  1930  this  share  has  risen  only  as  high  as 
45  cents  in  1937  after  a  low  of  33  cents  in  1932,  and  it  has  remained 
unchanged  at  40|  cants  in  1938  and  1939. 


Wages  as  a  Mar  dieting  Cost 

In  the  marketing  iDrocess  certain  direct  wage  payments  are  made 
to  labor.   In  addition,  payments  "by  middlemen  for  materials  and  tar- 
vices  include  incirect  wage  payments.   Altogether,  the  total  direct 
and  indiruct  wage  costs  of  middlemen  maJce  up  a  substantial  part  of 
their  margins,  and  a  close  association  of  hourly  i^age  rates  and  mar- 
gins may  be  anticipated.  Conparisons  of  an  index  of  hourly  earnings 
of  all  non-agricultui'al  waga-workers  and  the  marketing  mar-jin  of  58 
foods  over  the  period  1913-39  is  made  in  figure  3. 

For  the  period  1915-39  as  a  whole  the  marketing  margin  has  in- 
creased less  than  hourly  wage  rates.   In  particular  during  the  period 
1920-22  the  margin  drop^/Od  sharply  while  the  wage  rate  declined  much 
less,  and  in  the  period  1935-39  the  hourly  wage  rate  has  shown  a 
marked  advance  while  the  margin  declined  somewhat. 

To  the  extent  that  these  relative  trends  indicate  there  has 
been  a  decrease  in  the  number  of  ?nan-hours  required  to  transfer  the 
58  foods  from  farmers  to  consumers,  they  imply  an  increase  in  labor 
efficiency  in  marketing,  but  the  observed  trends  could  be  due  to  the 
size  and  behavior  of  non-laoor  costs  in  the  margins. 

The  favorable  effect  of  wage  increases  upon  increased  demand 
for  farm  products  should  not  be  overlooked.   Insofar  as  higher  wage 
rates  are  reflected  in  higher  non-agricultural  income  and  are  not 
canceled  by  reduced  employment,  consumer  expenditures  for  foods  will 
increase  and  farm  income  will  rise.   An  increase  in  non-agricultural 
wage  rates  has  two  important  effects;  first,  to  raise  consumer  expen- 
ditures for  foods  and  second,  to  increase  marketing  costs  and  margins. 
In  any  given  instance  it  is  difficult  to  appraise  the  final  net  ef- 
fect upon  the  farmer,  but  economists  generally  agree  that  higher  non- 
farm  incomes  will  benefit  farmers  and  that  favorable  effects  of  wage 
increases  outweigh  the  unfavorable. 
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RETAIL  AND  FARM  VALUE  OF  58  FOODS,  1913-39 

(BASCO  ON  AMOUNT  CONSUMED  ANNUALLY  BY  A  TYPICAL  WORKINGMAN'S    FAMILY  ) 

RETAIL  VALUE  AND  EQUIVALENT  FARM  VALUE 


1913       '15        '17        '19 
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.1.1 


•21        '23       -25       '27       '29         31        '33       '35        '37       '31 
ACTUAL  MARGIN 
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200 


100 
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1913      '15        '17        '19         '21        '23       '25       '27       '29        '31 

FARM  VALUE  AS  PERCENTAGE  OF  RETAIL  VALUE 
CENTS  PER   V^ 
CONSUMERS'  y^ 
DOLLAR 

75 


60 


•33       '35       '37 


25 


1913      MS 

U   S   DEPARTMENT  OF  AGRICULTURE 


•29        '31        '33       '35       '37       '3f 

NEC   3I0M     RUREAU  OF  AGRICULTURAL  ECONOMICS 


Figure  2.-  These  series  trace  broad  trends  in  prices  and 

MARKETING  CHARGES  FOR  ALL   FOODS  COMBINED.    ThE  MARGIN  BETWEEN 
VALUE  AT  THE  FARM  AND  VALUE  AT  RETAIL,  REPRESENTING  CHARGES 
FOR  ALL  middlemen's  SERVICES,   IS  MUCH  LESS  FLEXIBLE  THAN  ARC 
RETAIL  PRICES  AND  CONTRIBUTE  TO  W;DE  FLUCTUATION  OF  FARM 
PRICES. 
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Basic  Price  Data 

Setail  values  are  based  upon  average  retail  prices  in  51  cities 
as  collected  by  the  United  States  Bureau  of  Labor  Statistics.   Squiva- 
lent  farm  values  are  based  upon  prices  received  by  farmers  as  published 
by  the  Agricultural  isfeirketing  Service  of  the  United  States  Department 
of  Agriculture. 

In  September  1939,  the  United  States  Bureau  of  Labor  Statistics 
discontinued  collection  of  retail  prices  on  28  food  items  out  of  the 
total  of  67  foods  for  which  prices  hp.d  been  collected  through  August. 
Several  of  the  "58  foods"  items  were  dropped,  including  sirloin  steak, 
beef  plate,  pork  loin  roast,  strip  bacon,  picnic  ham,  lamb  breast, 
lamb  square  chuck,  hominy  grits,  lemons,  celery,  canned  baked  beans, 
canned  pears,  and  canned  asparagus.   This  has  necessitated  recalcula- 
tion of  retail  meat  composites  based  upon  fewer  retail  quotations  with 
consequent  lessened  adequacy.   However,  estimates  of  the  full  "58  foods'* 
group  are  being  based  upon  this  reduced  list  of  items. 
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Ta"ble  8.-  Value  of  58  foods,  1913-1939 

Estimated  retail  value  and  equivalent  farm  value  of  quantities  pur- 
chased annually  ty  a  typical  American  workingraan's  family 


Table  9.- 
for 


4l 


:   Farm 

Year 

:  value 

■     1/ 

:  dollars 

1913 

:   134 

1914 

137 

1915   ; 

'   134 

1916   ': 

155 

1917   : 

223 

1918   : 

245 

1919   : 

267 

1920   : 

272 

-  IS  - 

Indexes  of  farm  value,  retail 
53  foods  combined  and  the  farilier* 
the  consumer's  food  dollar 


value*  and  margins 
3  share  of 


fie tail 
value 

1/ 


Margin 


Farm  valiie 
as  percentage 
of  retail  value 


Index  of  hourly  earn- 
ings of  wage  workers 
(1926  =  100  2/ 


Dollars   Dollars 


1921 

1 

179 

1922 

:   170 

1923 

:   173 

1924 

:   170 

1925 

:   198 

1926 

:   202 

1927 

:   190 

1928 

:   194 

1929 

:   195 

1930 

!    171 

1931 

121 

1932 

88 

1933 

3/: 

92 

1934 

3/: 

108 

1935 

37: 

138 

1936 

152 

1937 

160 

1938 

130 

1939 

126 

252 
258 
258 

285 
370 
424 
470 
514 

404 

374 

334 
381 
410 

418 

406 
407 
415 
391 

322 
270 
254 
295 
331 

342 
353 
321 

311 


118 
121 
124 

130 
147 
179 
203 
242 

S25 

204 
211 

211 
212 

216 
216 
213 
220 
220 

201 
182 
172 
187 
193 

190 
193 
191 

185 


Percent 

53 

53 
52 

54 
60 
58 
57 
53 

44 

45 
45 
45 
48 

48 
47 
48 
47 
44 

38 
33 
35 
37 
42 

44 
45 
40 
41 


Percent 

44 
4ft 
49 

49 

n 

80 
103 

99 

91 

m 

9? 
99 

100 
101 
101 
102 
100 

95 
81 
78 
88 
90 

92 

101 
102 
103 


wpr.«  f^f^^'^^r^"^  annual  purchases  of  loods  by  a  typical  workingman's  family 

If  Lbor  .^H  r^  '^%i^'f;''  ''''   ''   ^'"'^^  '^^^^y  ™^^^  ^y  *^^  ^^-  S.  Bureau 
of  Labor  Statistics.   The  58  foods  include  meat,  dairy  and  poultry  products. 

bakery  and  cereal  products,  a  number  of  fresh  and  canned  fruits  and  vegetables, 
and  several  miscellaneous  items.  «  -^  ». 

lft/!!f  ^  •''^^^'  ff^.^"*^  ^'*°'°  ^^^  ^'  ^-  ^^^^^^  °^  ^^^^^  Statistics,  farm  price 
data  are  principally  those  estimated  by  the  Bureau  of  Agricultural  Dconomics. 

fv  tWT  ^^^^  hourly  earnings  excludes  agricultural  workers  and  is  published 
197Q  !r!\  ^'''^''  ^^  ^^°^  Statistics.  The  indexes  for  1936.  1937.  1938.  and 
1939  are  based  upon  hourly  earnings  in  selected  industries. 

tL^^.I   allowance  is  made  for  processing  taxes  on  wheat,  rye.  rice,  hog,,  corn. 
ITT'.   ^??  ^"^^""l   ''^^''^^'  °^  *^"  quantities  of  these  rroducts  included  in 
$11.00  iri9y''''       amo-cLnted  to  about  $2.00  in  1933.  $10.00  in  1934.  and 


Year    : 

Index  of 

I   . Index  of 

:   Index  of 

:  Farmer's  shiare 

and    : 

farm  value 

:  retail  value 

:   margin 

:  of  consumer's 

month   : 

1926  =  100 

:   1926  =  100 

:  1926  =  100 

:     dollar 

Percent 

1936   ! 

75 

82 

88 

44 

1937   : 

79 

84 

89 

45 

1938   : 

64 

77 

83 

40 

1939   1 

62 

74 

86 

41 

1936       J 

, 

Jan.    ! 

73 

82 

91 

43 

Feb.    ; 

75 

81 

36 

45 

Mar.    I 

70 

79 

87 

43 

Apr.    : 

71 

79 

87 

;  43 

May    : 

68 

79 

89 

.  42  ■ 

June   : 

72 

83 

93 

42 

July   : 

76 

83 

90 

.  44' 

Aug.    : 

60 

84 

88 

'.    46 

Sept.   : 

80 

84 

88 

46 

Oct.    ! 

78 

83 

87 

46 

Nov.    ! 

79 

82 

86 

46 

Dec.    : 

82 

83 

85 

47 

1937       ! 

Jan.    ! 

82 

84 

86 

47 

Feb.    : 

62 

84 

86 

47 

Mar.    : 

83 

85 

87 

47 

At)r. 

82 

85 

38 

47 

May 

80 

86 

91 

45 

June 

79 

85 

92 

45 

July 

80 

85 

89 

46 

Aug. 

80 

85 

89 

46 

Sept. 

:      78 

85 

92 

44 

Oct. 

:       77 

34 

92 

44 

Nov. 

!       74 

83 

91 

43 

Dec. 

:       73 

81 

89 

43 

1938 

Jan. 

:      69 

78 

87 

43 

Feb. 

:       66 

76 

86 

42 

Mar. 

:       66 

76 

86 

42 

Apr. 

:       63 

77 

90 

40 

May 

;       62 

76 

90 

39 

J-^ine 

;      63 

78 

91 

39 

July 

:       65 

78 

90 

40 

Aug. 

;       62 

76 

90 

39 

Sept. 

:      63 

77 

89 

40 

Oct. 

:      63 

76 

89 

40 

Nov. 

;       65 

76 

87 

41 

Dec. 

;       66 

77 

87 

41 

Continued 
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Table  9.-  Indexes  of  i>,rin  value,  retail  value,  and  margins 

lor  58  foods  combined  and  the  farmer's  share  of 

th*  consumer's  food  dollar,  continued 


xear 

and 
month 


1939 


4; 
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lable  10.-  Beef,  farm- to- re tail  price  spreads 


Index  of  .;   Index  of 
farm;  value  :  retail  value 
1986  =  100  :   1926  =  100 


Index  of 

marp-in 

1936  =  100 


farmer '  e  shrTe" 
of  consumer's 
dollar 


Year 
and 
month 


Percent 


Jan. 
Feb. 
Mar. 

:      63 
:      63 
:      61 

75 
75 
74 

87 

86 
87 

41 

41 

40 

At:  v. 

:      61 

74 

37 

40 

May- 
June 
July 

:      59 
58 
59 

74 
73 
74 

87 
87 

87 

39 

38 
39 

Aug. 

Sept. 

Oct. 

Nov. 

Dec. 

:      58 

66 

:      66 

•            ■*  ■"* 

:      65 

73 
76 
75 
75 
74 

86 
36 
84 
82 
83 

39 

43 

44 
4j 

194C 

Jan. 

65 

74 

93 

42 

Feb.    : 
Mar.    ; 

66 

76 

86 

48 

Aur.    : 

May    : 

June 

. 

July 

, 

Aug. 

Sept.   : 

Oct.   : 

Nov.   : 

Dec.   : 

1941       J 

Jan,    : 

Feb.    : 

Mar.    : 

Avr,        : 

May    : 

June   : 

1936 
1937 
1938 


1936 


Jan. 

Feb. 

NSar, 

Apr. 

Ifeiy 

June 

July 

Aug. 

S3pt. 

Oct. 

i\fov. 

Dec. 


1937 


Jan. 

Feb. 

Mar. 

Apr. 

May 

June 

July 

Aug. 

Sept. 

Oct. 

Nov. 

Dec. 


1938 


Jan. 

Feb. 

Mar. 

Apr. 

May 

June 

July 

Aug. 

Sept. 

Oct. 

Nov. 

Dec. 


Farm  value  of 
2.16  lbs.  of 
beef  cattle 


Average  retail 
price  per  pound 
of  all  beef  cuts 


Actual 
margin 


Farm  value  as 
percentage  of 
retail  value 


Cents 


13.0 


Cents 


28.8 


Cents 


15.8 


Percent 


45 


13.4 
13.4 
13.2 
13.5 
13.0 
12.9 
12.3 
12.3 
12.7 
12.7 
12.9 
13.3 


14.1 
14.0 
14.6 


30.2 

16.8 

44 

28.8 

15.4 

47 

28.2 

15.0 

47 

28.4 

14.9 

48 

28.2 

15.2 

46 

28.0 

15.1  • 

46 

28.2 

15.9 

44 

28.5 

16.2 

43 

29.1 

16.4 

44 

28.7 

16.0  ■ 

44 

29.2 

16.3 

44 

29.5 

16.2 

• 

45 

30.4 

16.3 

46 

29.9 

15.9 

47 

30.2 

15.6 

48 

Due  to  lack  of  strict  comparability  of 
farm  and  retail  price  series  on  beef,  publica- 
tion of  figures  for  the  period  after  March 
1937  has  been  temporarily  suspended,  pending 
improvement  of  this  comparison.   Since  August 
1939  the  Bureau  of  Labor  Statistics  has  dis- 
continued the  collection  of  the  retail  prices 
of  two  out  of  the  five  commodities  upon  which 
the  composite  price  was  based. 


-  16  - 


Table  11.-  Pork,  farm-to-retail  price  spreads. 


*ear 

and 

month 


1936 
1937 
1938 
1939 


1936 


Jan. 
Feb. 
Mar. 

Apr. 

May 

June 

July 

Aug. 

Sept. 

Oct. 

Nov. 

Dec. 


1937 


Jan. 
Feb. 
Mar. 

Apr, 
May 

June 

July 

Aug. 

Sept. 

Oct. 

Nov. 

Dec, 


1933 


:ll 


Jan. 

Feb. 

Mar, 

Apr. 

May 

June 

July 

Aug. 

Serj  t . 

Oct. 

Nov. 

Dec. 


Jj'arm  value  of 
1.90  lbs.  of 
live  hog 

Csnts 

17.4 
18.1 
14.7  ■ 
12.1 


16.9 

17.7 

17.4 

17.8 

16.3 

16.9 

17.4 

18.8 

18.4 

17.4 

16.6 

17.3 


17.9 

17.5 

17.4 

17.2 

17.8 

18.9 

20.3 

21.8 

20.0 

18.6 

15.7 

14.3 


14.4 

14.7 

15.9 

14.8 

14.0 

15.2 

16.3 

14.8 

15.3 

13.8 

13.8 

13.1 


Average  retail 
price  per  lb.  of 

J^\^'   pork  VTOdj\l_ 


Cents 

26.7 
27.1 
23.8 
21.4 


27.9 

26.8 

26.3 

26.3 

26.1 

26.4 

27.0 

27.4 

28.0 

26.9 

25.9 

26.9 


26.5 
26.2 
26.1 

26.2 
26.4 
27.2 
28.1 
29.6 
29.3 
28.7 
26.6 
24.5 


23.5 

23.3 

23.9 

23.9 

23.5 

23.9 

24.6 

24.5 

24.8 

23.9 

23.3 

22.4 


Actual 

margin 

Cents 


I  Farm  value  as 
!  percentagfl  of 
{  retail  value 


Year 
and 
month 


Percent 


9.3 

65 

9.0 

67 

9.1 

62 

9.3 

67 

11.0 

61 

9.1 

66 

8.9 

66 

8.5 

ea 

9.8 

62 

9.5 

64 

9.6 

64 

8.6 

69  . 

9.6 

66 

9.5 

65 

9.3 

64 

8.6 

:  67  , 

8.6 

68  . 

8.7 

67 

8.7 

•  67 

9.0 

•  66 

8.6 

•  67 

8.3 

69 

7.8 

71 

7.8 

74 

9.3 

68 

10.1 

.65 

10.9 

59 

10.2 

58 

9.1 

6i  . 

8.6 

63 

8.0 

67 

9.1 

62 

9.5 

60 

8.7 

64 

8.3 

66 

9.7 

60 

9.5 

62 

10.1 

58 

9.5 

59 

9.3 

58 

Continued 

1939 


Jan. 

Feb. 

Mar. 

Apr. 

May 

June 

July 

Aug. 

Sept. 

Oct. 

Nov. 

Dec. 


1940 


Jan. 

Feb. 

Mar. 

Apr. 

May 

June 

July 

Aug. 

Sept. 

Oct. 

Nov. 

Dec. 


1941 


Jan. 

Feb. 

Mar. 

Apr. 

May 

June 


17'- 


Table  11.-  Fork,  farm- to-retail  price  spreads,  continued 


Farm  value  of 

1.90  lbs.  of 

live  hog 


Cents 


13.2 
13.7 

13.5 
12.5 
12.1 
11.3 
11.9 
10.4 
13.4 
12.4 
11.2 
9.6 


9.8 
9.4 


ikverage  retail 
price  per  lb.  of 
prin.  pork  prod,  l/ 


Cents 


22.1 
22.0 
22.0 
21.8 
21.5 
21.2 
21.4 
20.9 
22.9 
21.4 
20.5 
19.3 


18.7 
18.3 


Actual 

margin 


Farm  value  as 
percentage  of 
retail  value 


Cents 

Percent 

8.9 

60 

8.3 

62 

8.5 

61 

9.3 

57 

9.4 

56 

9.9 

53 

9.5 

56 

10.5 

50 

9.5 

59 

9.0 

58 

9.3 

55 

9.7 

50 

8.9 
8.9 


53 
51 


1/  After  August  1939  the  Bureau  of  Labor  Statistics  discontinued  the 
collection  of  retail  prices  for  several  pork  rroducts.   Since  that  date 
the  composite  retail  price  has  been  calculated  as  equivalent  to  the 
combined  value  of  .125  pound  pork  chops,  .329  pound  whole  ham,  .165 
pound  sliced  bacon,  and  .300  pound  lard. 
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Table  12.-  Dairy  products,  farm- to-retP 11  Drice  spreadi 


Year 
and 
month 


m 


Farm  value  of  :  Retail  value  of 

100  pounds  of  :  100  lbs."  o;f  ' 

■JL^jJE-g^^lZ-^le^t  ;  milk  equivalent 

dollars   '  Dollars  ~~ 


Actual 
margin 

Dollars 


1936 

:      1.58 

1937 

:      1.64 

1938 

:      1.39 

1939 

1.31 

1936 

Jan. 

:      1.63 

Feb. 

■  1.65 

Mar. 

:      1.53 

Apr. 

:      1.48 

May 

:      1.36 

June 

1.36 

July 

:       1.53 

Aug. 

:      1.67 

Sept. 

:      1.71 

Oct. 

:       1.67 

Nov. 

:       1.68 

Dec. 

:      1.70 

1937 

Jan. 

:      1.69 

Feb. 

:      1.67 

^iar. 

:       1.67 

Apr. 

1       1.58 

U&y         ! 

!       1.50 

June   ; 

!       1.46 

July   ; 

1.51 

Aug.    : 

1.55 

Sept.   : 

1.64 

Oct.   : 

1.72 

Nov.    : 

1.79 

Dec.   : 

1.86 

1938       i 

Jsm.   : 

1.70 

Feb.   : 

1.58 

Mar.    : 

1.52 

Apr.   : 

1.38 

May    : 

1.27 

June   : 

1.21 

July   : 

1.25 

Aug.    : 

1.27 

SeDt.   : 

1.31 

Oct.   : 

1.35 

Nov.   : 

1.38 

Dec.   : 

1.45 

Farm  value  as 
percentage  of 
retail  value 


Percent 


3.31 

1.73 

48 

3.42 

1.78 

48 

3.23 

1.84 

43 

3.12 

1.81 

42 

3.30 

1.67 

49 

3.33 

1.68 

50 

3.26 

1.73 

47 

3.20 

1.72 

46 

3.11 

1.75 

44 

5.16 

1.80 

43 

3.28 

1.75 

47 

3.42 

1.75 

49 

3.47 

1.76 

49 

3.40 

1.73 

49 

3.38 

1.70 

50 

3.39 

1.69 

50 

3.43 

1.74 

49 

3.42 

1.75 

49 

3.45 

1.78 

48 

3.36 

1.73 

47 

3.30 

1.80 

46 

3.29 

1.83 

44 

3.32 

1.81 

46 

3.36 

1.81 

46 

3.45 

1.81 

48 

3.49 

1.77 

49 

3.56 

1.77 

50 

3.62 

1.76 

51 

3.44 

1.74 

49 

3.36 

1.78 

47 

3.34 

1.82 

45 

3.28 

1.90 

42 

3.18 

1.91 

40 

3.13 

1.92 

m 

3.15 

1.90 

40 

3.14 

1.87 

40 

3.19 

1.88 

41 

3.19 

1.84 

42 

3.19 

1.81 

43 

3.25 

1.80 
Continued 

45 

-  19  - 
Table  12.-  Dairy  products,  farm- to-retail  price  spreads,  continued 


Year 
and 
month 


1939 


Jan. 

Feb. 

Mar. 

Apr. 

May 

June 

July 

Aug. 

Sept. 

Oct. 

Nov. 

Dec. 


1940 


JaJi. 

Feb. 

Mar. 

Apr. 

May 

June 

July 

Aug. 

Sept. 

Oct. 

Nov. 


1941 


Jan. 

Feb. 

Mar. 

Apr. 

t.'lay 

June 


Farm  value  of 

100  rounds  of 

milk  eauivalent 


...mA. 


Retail  value  of 

100  lbs.  of 
milk  eauivalent 


Dollars 


1.39 
1.34 
1.23 
1.15 
1.12 
1.14 
1.18 
1.25 
1.57 
1.47 
1.55 
1.55 


1.57 

1.54 


Dollars 


3.22 
3.17 
3.11 
2.96 
2.94 
2.94 
2.99 
3.  '^2 
3.20 
3.27 
3.29 
3.33 


3.38 
3.40 


Actual 
TTiargin 


Farm  value  as 
percentage  of 
retail  value 


Dollars 

Percent 

1.83 

43 

1.R3 

42 

1.88 

40 

1.81 

39 

1.82 

38 

1.80 

39 

1.81 

40 

1.77 

41 

1.83 

43 

1.80 

45 

1.74 

47 

1.79 

47 

1.81 

46 

1.86 

45 

h  k 
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Tabla  13.-  Hans,  farm- to-retail  price  sioreads 


iear 

and 

month 


1936 
1937 
1938 
1939 


1936 


Jan. 
Feb. 
ivlar. 
Apr. 
May- 
June 
July 
Aug. 
Sept. 
Oct. 
Nov. 
Dec. 


1937 


.f 


Jan. 

Feb. 

A»Iar. 

Apr. 

May 

June 

July 

Aug. 

Sept. 

Oct. 

Nov. 

Dec. 


1938 


Jan, 
Feb. 
Mar. 

Apr. 

llay 

June 

July 

Aug. 

SeT3t. 

Oct. 

Nov. 

Dec. 


Farm  value  of 

1.11  lbs. 

of  hens 


Cents 

17.2 
17.3 
16.8 
14.9 


18.3 
18.8 
18.4 
18.8 
13.4 
13.2 
17.9 
16.8 
16.5 
15.5 
14.7 
14.0 


14.9 
15.1 
15.0 

16.9 
16.4 
16.4 
17.0 
13.6 
19.3 
19.5 
18.8 
18.2 


18.5 

17.8 

17.6 

18.0 

17.9 

17.4 

16.7 

15.8 

15.9 

15.1 

15.1 

15.1 


He tail  value 
of  1.  ,lb^.. 
of  hons 


Cents 


Actual 
margin 


Cents 


Farm  valuf>  as 
percontage 
retail  value 


of 


Percent 
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Table  13.-  Hens,  farm- to- re tail  price  spreads,  continued 


32.0 

14.8 

64 

33.5 

16.2 

62 

33.6 

16.8 

60 

30.1 

15.2 

60 

32.3 

14.0 

67 

32.5 

13.7 

58 

32.5 

14.1 

67 

32.. 9 

14.1 

57 

32.6 

14.2 

56 

31.8 

13.6 

57 

33.7 

15.8 

S3 

33.3 

16.5 

■   50 

32.8 

16.3 

50 

31.1 

15.6 

50 

29.8 

15.1 

49 

29.1 

15.1 

48 

29.8 

14.9 

50 

30.2 

15.1 

50 

31.0 

15.0 

52 

31.9 

15.0 

53 

32.3 

15.9 

51 

32.7 

16.3 

50 

33.7 

16.7 

50 

35.8 

17.2 

52 

36.5 

17.2 

53 

36.5 

17.0 

53 

35.8 

17.0 

53 

35.4 

17.2 

51 

35.9 

17.4 

6i 

35.5 

17.7 

50 

35.3 

17.7 

60 

36.1 

18.1 

50 

36.1 

18.2 

50 

35.5 

13.1. 

49 

34.0 

17.3 

49 

32.6 

16.8 

40 

32.1 

16.2 

50 

30.4 

15.3 

50 

29.4 

14.3 

51 

29.8 

14.7 

51 

Continued 

Year    : 

Farm  value  of  : 

Retail  value 

and    : 

1.11  lbs.    : 

of  1  lb. 

month   : 

of  hens    : 

of  hens 

Cents 

Cents 

1939      : 

Jan.    : 

15.5 

30.9 

Feb.    : 

15.8 

30.8 

Mar.   : 

15.9 

30.9 

Apr.    : 

16.0 

31.1 

May    : 

15.4 

31.1 

June   : 

14.9 

31.1 

July   : 

15.2 

30.9 

Aug.   : 

14.4 

30.3 

Sept.   : 

15.1 

30.3 

Oct.   : 

14.1 

28-.  4 

Nov.    : 

13.8 

27.7 

Dec.    ; 

13.0 

27.3 

1940       ! 

* 

- 

Jan.    : 

I      13.3 

27.2 

Feb. 

:      13.5 

27.7 

Mar. 

• 

Apr, 

•        ^ '-  • 

• 

May 

• 

June 

• 

• 

July 

•        •  ■  ' 

■  • 

Aug. 

•        •  • 

Sept. 

' 

Oct. 

• 

• 

Nov. 

. 

- 

Dec. 

. 

1941 

■ 

Jan. 

Feb. 

> 

• 

Mar. 

• 

Apr. 

• 

• 

May 

June 

• 

Actual 
margin 


Cents 


13.9 
14.2 


Far^  value  as 
percentage  of 
retail  value 


Percent 


15.4 

50 

15.0 

51 

15.0 

51 

15.1 

51 

15.7 

.  50 

16.2 

48 

15.7 

49 

15.9 

48 

15.2 

50 

14,3 

50 

13.9 

50 

14..  3 

■  48 

49 
49 


J^i: 
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Table  14.-  Sggs.  farmrto-retail  price  spreads 


lear 

:  Farm  value  : 

and 

:   of  1  doz.   : 

month 

•     eggs     : 

:     Cents 

1936 

:     23»0 

1937 

J      21.7 

1938 

5      21.3 

1939 

:      18*4 

1936       J 

Jan.   J 

22.8 

yeb.   : 

23.8 

Mar.   ; 

17.5 

Apr.   : 

16.8 

May 

18.1 

June 

18.9 

July 

20.0 

Aug.   : 

22.4 

Sept. 

24.5 

Oct.    ; 

27.6 

Nov.   : 

32.5 

Dec.    : 

30.5 

1937       '; 

•  ■ ' 

Jan.    ; 

23.1 

Feb.   : 

20.1 

Mar. 

19.9 

Apr.   : 

20.1 

May    : 

17.9 

June   : 

17.6 

July 

19.4 

Aug.    : 

20.4 

Sept.   : 

22.9 

Oct. 

25.2 

Nov.   : 

28.0 

Dec.   : 

26.0 

1938      ! 

Jan.    : 

21.6 

Feb.   : 

16.4 

Mar.   ; 

16.2 

Apr. 

15.9 

May    : 

17.6 

June   : 

18.2 

July   : 

19.9 

Aug. 

21.0 

Ser)t. 

24.9 

Oct.    : 

27.1 

Nov.    ; 

29.0 

Dec.    : 

27.9 

Retail  price 
01  1  doz. 
eggs 
Cents 

37.8 
36.9 
36.0 
32.6 


38.2 

37.9 

33.4 

29.8 

50.9 

52.7 

35.3 

39.1 

40.9 

43.6 

46.9 

44.7 


39.7 
33.9 
33.5 
33.7 
32.1 
32.5 
35.1 
37.1 
40.7 
42.1 
43.8 
39.0 


35.8 
30.3 
29.2 
29.0 
30.8 
32.3 
34.6 
36.9 
41.9 
44.0 
44.5 
43.2 
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Table  14.-  ^gs.  farm- to- re  tail  pr'ice  spreads,  continued 


Actual 
margin 


Cents 


Farm  value  as 
percentage  of 
retail  value 


. Percent 


Year 
and 
month 


14.8 

61 

15.2 

59 

14.7 

59 

14.2 

56 

15.4 

60 

14.1 

63 

15.9 

52 

13.0 

56 

12.8 

59 

13.8 

58 

15.3 

57 

16.7 

57 

16.4 

60 

16.0 

63 

14.4 

:    69 

14.2 

68 

16.6 

58 

13.8 

59 

13.6 

59 

13.6 

60 

14.2 

56 

14.9 

54 

15.7 

56 

16.7 

55 

17.8 

56 

16.9  . 

60 

15.8 

64 

13.0 

67 

14.2 

60 

13.9 

54 

13.0 

56 

13.1 

55 

13.2 

57 

14.1 

56 

14.7 

58 

15.9 

67 

17.0 

59 

16.9 

62 

15.5 

65 

15.3 

65 

Continued 

Farm  value 

of  1  doz. 

eggs 


1939 


Jan. 
Feb. 
Mar. 

Apr. 

May 

June 

July 

Aug. 

Sept. 

Oct. 

Nov. 

Dec. 


Cv3nt8 


18. 

8 

16. 

7 

16. 

0 

15. 

5 

15. 

2 

14. 

9 

16. 

5 

17. 

5 

20. 

6 

22, 

9 

25. 

8 

20. 

o 

1940       ! 

Jan.   : 

18.3 

Feb.    : 

20.2 

Mar.    ! 

ATor.   : 

May    1 

June   s 

July   ; 

Aug.    ! 

Sept. 

Oct. 

Nov. 

Dec. 

1941 

t 

Jan. 

Feb. 

Mar. 

Apr. 

May 

Juno 

iletail  price 
of  1  doz.  • 
eggs 


Cents 


33.6 
29.9 
29.0 
28.1 
28.1 
28.3 
31.2 
32.6 
37.9 
37.9 
39.6 
34.7 


31.9 
34.9 


Actual 
margin 


Cents 


14.8 
13.2 
13.0 
12.6 
12.9 
13.4 
14.7 
15.1 
17.3 
15.0 
13.3 
14.2 


13.6 
14.7 


Farm  value  as 
percentage  of 
retail  value 

Percent 


56 
56 
56 
56. 
54- 
53 
53 
54 
54 
60 
65 
69 


57 

58 
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Sable  15.-  White  flour,  farm- to- retail  rrice 


s-pr^ads 


w 


Year 
and 
month 


1936 
1937 
1938 
1939 


1937 


Jan. 
Feb. 
Mar. 

Apr. 

May 

June 

July 

Aug. 

Sept. 

Oct. 

Nov. 

Dec. 


1938 


Jan. 
Feb. 
Mar. 
Apr. 

May 

June 

July 

Aug. 

Sept. 

Oct. 

Nov. 

Dec. 


Farm  value 
of  1.41  lbs. 
of  wheat 


Cents 

2.3 
2.5 
1.6 
1.5 


2.2 

2.2 

2.1 

2.0 

1.9 

1.9 

2.2 

2.5 

2.5 

2.5 

2.5 

2.7 


2.9 

2.9 

2.9 

3.0 

2.8 

2.6 

2.7 

2.3 

2.2 

2.1 

1.9 

2.0 


2.1 

2.0 

1.9 

1.8 

1.7 

1.6 

1.4 

1.2 

1.2 

1.2 

1.2 

1.3 


Hetail  nrice   t   .  ^ 

of  1  lb.  of  :  Ac^^l 

flour     .   ""a-rgin 


Cents 

4.8 
4,8 
4.0 
3.8 


4.9 

4.8 

4.8 

4.7 

4.6 

4.5 

4.6 

4.8 

4.9 

4.9 

4.9 

4.9 


5.0 

5.0 

5.0 

5.0 

6.0 

5.0 

5.0 

4.9 

4.8 

4.7 

4.5 

4.3 


4.3 

4.3 

4.2 

4.2 

4.1 

4.0 

4.0 

3.9 

3.8 

3.7 

3.7 

3.7 


Cents 


Farm  value  as 
percentage  of 
retail  value 


Percent 


2.5 

48 

2.3 

62 

2.4 

40 

2.3 

39 

2.7 

45 

2.6 

46 

2.7 

44 

2.7 

43 

2.7 

41 

2.6 

4P. 

2.4 

4$ 

2.  3 

52 

2.4 

51 

e.4 

61 

2.4 

51 

2.2 

55 

2.1 

58 

2.1 

56 

2.1 

53 

2.0 

60 

2.2 

56 

2.4 

31 

2.3 

54 

2.6 

47 

2.6 

4i 

2.6 

40 

2.6 

4i 

2.3 

4f 

2.2 

49 

2.3 

4t  ■ 

2.3 

45 

2.4 

43 

2.4 

41 

2.4 

40 

2.6 

35 

2.7 

31 

2.6 

32 

2.5 

32 

2.5 

32 

2.4 

35 

Continued 

ht. 
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Table  15.-  White  flour,  ;  farm- to- I'etail  price  spreads,  continued 


Year    : 

Farm  value  : 

Retail  price  : 

Actual 

:  Farm'  value  as 

and    : 

of 

1.41  lbs.  : 

of 

1  lb.  of   : 

:  -oercentage  of 

month   : 

oi 

*  wheat    : 

flour     : 

margin 

:  retail  value 

Cents 

Cents 

Cents 

Percent 

1939       J 

Jan.   : 

1.3 

3.6 

2.3 

36 

Feb.    : 

1.3 

3.6 

2.3 

36 

Mar.   : 

1.3 

3.6 

2.3 

35 

Ax)v,       : 

1.4 

3.« 

2.2 

3§ 

May    : 

1.5 

3.6 

2.1 

4a 

June   : 

1.5 

3.6 

2.1 

42 

July   : 

1.3 

3.6 

2.3 

36 

Aug.   : 

1.3 

3.6 

2.3 

36 

Sent.   : 

1.7 

4.0 

2.3 

m 

Oct.    ! 

1.7 

4.2 

2.5 

40 

Nov.    : 

1.7 

4.2 

2.5 

40 

Dec.   ! 

1.9 

4.3 

2.4 

44 

1940      : 

Jan. 

2.0 

4.5 

2.5 

44 

Feb." 

2.C 

4.5 

2.5 

44 

Mar. 

, 

Apr. 

May 

June 

« 

July 

Aug. 

Sent. 

• 

Oct. 

l^ov. 

Dec. 

t 

1941 

Jan. 

Feb. 

Mar. 

Apr. 

ateiy 

June 

f  ' 
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latle  16..  White  bread,  farm- to-re tail  price  spreade 
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Year 
and 
month 


ifii 


f>' 


— "■'        —         '  -  II 

Farm  value 

of  .97  lb* 

of  wheat 


Cents 


{ 

1936 

i      1.5 

1937 

1.7 

1938 

:      1.1 

1939 

:     1.0 

1936 

s 

Jan. 

:      1.5 

Feb. 

:     1.5 

Mar, 

:     1.5 

Apr. 

:      1.4 

I^ 

:     1.3 

June 

:     1.3 

July 

:     1.5 

Aug. 

1.7 

Sept. 

:     1.7 

Oct. 

:     1.7 

Nov. 

1.7 

Dec. 

:     1.9 

1937 

Jan. 

2.0 

Feb. 

:     2.0 

Mar. 

2.0 

Apr. 

:     2.0 

May 

:     1.9 

June 

I      1.8 

July   ; 

1.8 

AUg.    ; 

1.6 

Sept.   : 

1.5 

Oct.   : 

1.4 

Nov.    : 

1.3 

Dec. 

1.4 

1938       :' 

Jan.    : 

1.4 

Feb.   : 

1.4 

Mar.    : 

1.3 

Apr. 

1.2 

May    • 

1.2 

June   : 

1.1 

July   : 

1.0 

Aug.    J 

0.8 

Sept.   : 

0.8 

Oct.   : 

0.8 

Nov.    : 

0.8 

Dec.    : 

0.9 

He  tail  value 
of  1  lb. 
of  bread  l/ 


Cents 

8,2 
8.5 
8.4 
7.8 


8.5 

8.4 

8.3 

d.2 

8.2 

8.1 

8.1 

8.2 

8.2 

8.2 

8.2 

8.2 


8.2 
8.2 

8.3 
8.4 
8.6 
8.7 
8.7 
8.7 
8.7 
8.7 
8.7 
8.7 


8.7 
8.7 
8.7 
8.7 
8.6 
8.6 
8.6 
8.5 
8.2 
8.0 
8.0 
8.0 


Actual 
margin 


Cents 


Farm  value  as 
percentage  of 
retail  value 


Percent 


6.7 

18 

6.3 

30 

7.3 

13 

6,S 

13 

7,0 

10 

6.9 

10 

6.8 

10 

6.8 

17 

6.9 

16 

6.8 

16 

6.6 

19 

6.5 

ai 

6.  5 

ai 

6.5 

di 

6.  5 

ai 

6.3 

3i 

6.2 

24 

6.2 

24 

6.3 

24 

6.4 

24 

6.7 

2$ 

6.9 

n 

6.9 

21 

7.1 

10 

7.2 

17 

7.3 

16 

7.4 

IS 

7.3 

16 

7.3 

■  16 

7.3 

16 

7.4 

15 

7.5 

.14 

7.4 

14 

7.5 

13 

7.6 

12 

7.7 

9 

7.4 

10 

7.2 

10 

7.2 

10 

7.1 

11 

Continued 

1940 


Jan, 

Feb. 

Ua.r. 

Apr. 

May 

June 

July 

Aug. 

Sept. 

Oct. 

Nov. 

Dec. 


1941 


Jan. 

Feb. 

Mar. 

Apr. 

May 

June 


1.4 
1.4 


7.9 
8.0 


6.5 
6. ft 


fable  16.-  White  bread, 

farm- to-] 

retai 

1  price  spres 

ids,  continued 

Year    : 

Farm  value   ; 

^-ietail  vr.; 

LuT 

:  ^ixTm   valu-5  as 

and    : 

of  .97  lb.   : 

of  1  lb 

> 

:   Actual 

:  perc-^^ntage  of 

month   : 

of  rvheat   : 

of  bread 

1/ 

:   margin 

:  retail  value 

Cen  u  s 

Cents 

Cents 

Percent 

L939       ! 

Jan.    : 

0.9 

7.9 

7.0 

11 

Feb.   : 

0.9 

7.8 

6.9 

12 

Mar,    : 

0.9 

7.8 

6.9 

12 

At)r.   : 

0.9 

7.8 

5.9 

12 

May    S 

1.0 

7.8 

6.8 

13 

June   : 

1.0 

7.8 

6.8 

13 

July 

0.9 

7.8 

6.9 

12 

Aug.   : 

0.9 

7.7 

6.8 

12 

SeT)t.   : 

1.2 

7.7 

6.5 

16 

Oct.   J 

1.1 

7.7 

6,  6 

14 

Nov.    : 

1.2 

7.7 

6.  5 

16 

Dec.    J 

1.3 

7.7 

6.4 

17 

18 

18 


l/  Retail  prices  used  in  this  table  after  June  1,  1937  are  carried 
.2  cent  below  the  price  published  by  Bureau  of  Labor  Statistics  to 
preserve  comparability  with  earlier  years. 


Year 
and 
month 


1936 
1937 
1938 
1939 


1936 


Jan. 
Feb. 
Mar. 
Apr. 
May- 
June 
July 
Aug. 
Sept. 
Oct. 
Nov. 
Dec. 


1937 


(  ' 


Jan. 
Feb. 
Mar. 
Apr. 
May- 
June 
July 
Aug. 
Sept. 
Oct. 
Nov. 
Dec. 


1938 


Jan. 
Feb. 

Mar. 
Adp. 
May 

June 

July 

Aug. 

Sept. 

Oct. 

Nov. 

Dec. 


-sa- 


lable 17.-  Corn  meal,  fai-m-to-retail  price  spreads 


Farm  value 
of  1.5  lbs. 
of  corn 


Cents 

2.0 
2.5 
1.3 
1.3 


1.4 

1.5 

1.5 

1.5 

1.6 

1.6 

2.1 

2.8 

2.8 

2.6 

2.5 

2.6 


2.7 

2.8 

2.8 

3.2 

3.2 

3.1 

3.2 

2.7 

2.5 

1.6 

1.3 

1.3 


1.4 

1.4 

1.4 

1.4 

1.4 

1.4 

1.4 

1.3 

1.3 

1.1 

1.1 

1.2 


Retail  value 

of  1  lb. 
corn  meal 


Cents 

5.1 
5.4 
4.7 
4.6 


5.0 
4.9 
4.9 
4.8 
4.8 
4.9 
5.0 
.5.2 
5.4 
5.5 
5.4 
5.4 


5.4 

5.4 

5.4 

5.5 

5.6 

5.6 

5.6 

5.5 

5.5 

5.4 

5.1 

5.0 


4.8 

4.8 

4.8 

4.8 

4.8 

4.7 

4.7 

4.7 

4.7 

4.7 

4.6 

4,6 


:  Farm  value  as 
^^^^f-^  :  percentage  of 
°^^g^"  :  retail  val... 

Cents 


Percent 


3.1 

39 

2.9 

46 

3.4 

28 

3.3 

28 

3.6 

28 

3.4 

31 

3.4 

31 

3.3 

31 

3.2 

33 

3.3 

33 

2.9 

42 

2.4 

54 

2.6 

52 

2.9 

47 

2.9 

46 

2.8 

48 

2.7 

60 

2.6 

52 

2.6 

62 

2.3 

58 

2.4 

67 

2.5 

$5 

2.4 

87 

2.8 

49 

3.0 

46 

3.8 

30 

3.8 

25 

3.7 

26 

3.4 

29 

3.4 

29 

3.4 

29 

3.4 

29 

3.4 

29 

3.3 

30 

3.3 

30 

3.4 

2d 

3.4 

8d 

3.6 

93 

3.5 

t4 

3.4 

2d 

Continued 
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Table  17.-  Corn  meal,  farm- to-retail  price  spreads,  continued 


Year 
and 
month 


Farm  value 
of  1.5  lbs. 
of  corn 


Ceats 


J 

1939      : 

Jan.    : 

1.2 

Feb.    : 

1.2 

Mar.    : 

1.2 

Apr.    : 

1.2 

May    : 

1.3 

June   : 

1.3 

July   : 

1.3 

Aug.    : 

1.2 

Sept.   ! 

1.5 

Oct.   : 

1.3 

Nov.    ; 

1.3 

Dec.    ! 

1.3 

1940       J 

■ 

Jan.    ; 

1.4 

Feb.   : 

1.6 

Mar.    ; 

, 

Apr. 

May 

June 

July 

Aug. 

Sept. 

Oct, 

Nov. 

Dec. 

1941 

Jan. 

Feb. 

Mar. 

AT)r. 

May 

June 

* 

Retail  value 
of  1  lb. 
corn  meal 


Cents 


4.6 
4.6 
4.5 
4.5 
4.5 
4.5 
4.6 
4.6 
4.5 
4.6 
4.5 
4.6 


4.6 
4.6 


Actual 
margin 


:  Farm  value  as 
{  percentage  of 
:  retail  value 


Cents 


3.4 
3.4 
3.3 
3.3 
3.2 
3.2 
3.3 
3.4 
3.0 
3.3 
3.2 
3.3 


3.2 

3.0 


Percent 


25 
26 
27 
27 
29 
29 
28 
26 
33 
28 
29 
28 


30 
33 


-so- 


li 


• 


Table  18.-  Soiled  oats,  farm-to-retall  t,rloe  spreads 


Xear 

and 

month 


1936 

^.   1937 

1938 

1939 


1937 


Jan. 
Feb. 
Mar. 

Apr. 
May- 
June 
July 
Aug. 
Sept. 
Oct. 
Nov. 
Dec. 


1938 


Jan, 
let. 
Mar. 
Apr. 
May- 
June 
July 
Aug. 
Se-Dt. 
Oct. 
Nov. 
Dec. 


Farm  value 
of  1.78  lbs. 
of  oats 


Cants 

1.9 

2.3 
1.4 
1.6 


1.4 

1.5 

1.5 

1.4 

1.4 

1.4 

2.0 

2.4 

2.4 

2,4 

2.5 

2.7 


2.9 

3.0 

2.9. 

3.0 

3.0 

2.7 

2.4 

1.6 

1.6 

1.6 

1,6 

1.6 


1.7 

1.7 

1,6 

1.6 

1.5 

1.4 

1.3 

1.1 

1.2 

1.2 

1.3 

1.4 


Retail  value 
of  1  lb,  of 
rolled  oats 


Cents 

7,4 
7.5 
7.2 

7.1 


7.4 

7.4 

7,4 

7.4 

7.4 

7.4 

7.4 

7.5 

7.5 

7.6 

7.4 

7.4 


7.5 

7.5 

7.5 

7.5 

7.5 

7.5 

7.5 

7.5 

7.5 

7.4 

7.4 

7.4 


7.2 

7.3 

7.2 

7.2 

7.2 

7.2 

7.2 

7.2 

7.2 

7.2 

7.2 

7.1 


Actual 
margin 


Cents 


Farm  value  as 
percentage  of 
retail  value 


Percent 


5.5 

26 

5.2 

31 

5.8 

19 

5.5 

23 

6.0 

19 

5.9 

20 

5.9 

20 

6.0 

19 

6.0 

19 

6.0 

19 

5.4 

27 

5.1 

33 

5.1 

33 

5.2 

33 

4.9 

54 

4.7 

3d 

4.6 

39 

4.5 

40 

4.6 

39 

4.5 

40 

4.5 

40 

4.8 

36 

5.1 

33 

5.9 

21 

5.9 

21 

5.8 

22 

5.3 

22 

5.8 

'22 

5,5 

24 

5,6 

23 

5,6 

22 

5.6 

22 

5.7 

21 

5.8 

19 

5.9 

18 

6.1 

15 

6.0 

17 

6.0 

17 

5.9 

18 

5.7 

20 

( 

Continued 
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Table  18,-  Rolled  oats,  farm- to- re tail  price  spreads,  continued 


Year 
and 
month 


1939 


Jan. 

Feb, 

Mar. 

Apr. 

May 

June 

July 

Aug. 

Sept. 

Oct. 

Nov. 

Dec. 


1940 


Jan, 

Feb. 

Ma.r. 

Apr. 

May 

June 

July 

Aug. 

Sept. 

Oct. 

Nov. 

Dec. 


1941 


Jan. 

Feb. 

Liar . 

Apr. 

May 

June 


Farm  value 
of  1.78  lbs. 

_  of  oat s 

Cents 


1.5 
1.5 
1.5 
1.5 
1.6 
1.7 
1.5 
1.4 
1.8 
1.7 
1.8 
1.9 


2.0 
2.1 


Retail  value 
of  1  lb.  of 
rolled  oats 


Cents 


7.1 
7.1 
7.1 
7.1 
7.1 
7.1 
7.1 
7.1 
7.2 
7.1 
7.1 
7.1 


7.1 
7.1 


Actual 
margin 


Cents 


5.6 
£.6 
5.6 
5.6 
5.5 
5.4 
5.6 
5.7 
5.4 
5.4 
5.3 
5.2 


5.1 

5.0 


:  Farm  value  as 
:  percentage  of 
:  retail  value 


Percent 


21 
21 
21 
21 
25 
24 
21 
20 
25 
24 
25 
27 


28 
30 


I 
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T&ble 


19.-  Corn  flakes,  farm- to-l»et All  price  spreada 


Year 
and 

month 


1936 
1937 
1938 
1939 


1936 


Jan. 

Feb. 

Mar. 

Apr. 

*fey 

June 

July 

Aug. 

Sept. 

Oct. 

Nov. 

Dec. 


1937 


Jan. 

Feb. 

Mar. 

Apr. 

May 

June 

July 

Aug. 

SeDt. 

Oct. 

Nov, 

Dec. 


~  Jarra  value 
of  1.275  lbs. 
of  corn 


Cants 

1.8 
2,2 
1.1 
1.1 


1.2 

1.3 

1.3 

1.3 

1.4 

1.4 

1.8 

2.4 

2.4 

2.2 

2.2 

2.2 


Jan. 

2.3 

Feb. 

I      2.4 

Mar. 

:      2.4 

A-nr. 

2.7 

May 

2.8 

June 

2.7 

July 

I      2.7 

Aug. 

2.3 

SeiDt. 

:      2.1 

Oct. 

:     1.3 

Nov. 

:     1.1 

Dec. 

:     1.1 

1938 

1.2 

1.2 

1.2 

1.2 

1.2 

1.2 

1.2 

1.1 

1.1 

1.0 

0.9 

1.0 


He tail  value 
of  8  oz. 
package 
Cents 


Actual 
ma.rgin 

Cents 


Xarm  value  as 
Percentage  of 
retail  value 


Percent 


8.1 

6.3 

23 

8.0 

5.8 

28 

7.4 

6.3 

15 

7.1 

6.0 

15. 

8.1 

6.9 

15 

8.1 

6.8- 

16 

8.1 

6.8- 

16 

8.1 

6.8 

16 

8.1 

6.7 

17 

3.1 

6.7 

17 

8.1 

6.3 

2Z 

8.1 

5.7 

30 

8.2 

5.3  • 

29 

8.1 

5.9 

27 

8.0 

5.8 

28 

8.0 

5.8 

28 

8.1 

5.8 

28 

8.1 

5.7 

30 

8.1 

5.7 

30 

8.1 

5.4 

33 

8.1 

5.3 

35 

8.1 

5.4 

33 

8.1 

5.4 

33 

7.8 

5.5 

30 

7.8 

5.7 

27 

7.7 

6.4 

17 

7.7 

6.6 

14 

7.7 

6.6 

14 

7.6 

6.4 

16 

7.5 

6.3 

16 

7.5 

6.3 

16 

7.4 

6.2 

16 

7.4 

6.2 

16 

7.3 

6.1 

16 

7.3 

6.1 

16 

7.4 

6.3 

15 

7.3 

6.2 

15 

7.3 

6.3 

14 

7.3 

6.4 

12 

7.3 

6.3 

14 

Continued 
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Table  19.-  Corn  flakes,  farm- to- re tail  price  spreads,  continued 


iear 
and 
month 


1939 


Jan. 
Feb. 
Mar. 

Apr. 

May 

June 

July 

Aug. 

Sept. 

Oct. 

Nov. 

Dec. 


1940 


Jan. 

Feb. 

Mar. 

ADr. 

ivlay 

June 

July 

Aug. 

Sept. 

Oct. 

Nov. 

Bed 


1941 


Jan. 

Feb. 

Mar. 

Apr. 

May 

June 


Farm  value 
of  1.275  lbs. 
of  corn 


Cents 


1.0 
1.0 
1.0 
1.0 

1.1 
1.1 
1.1 

1.0 
1.3 
1.1 
1.1 
1.1 


1.2 
1.2 


He tail  value 
of  8  oz. 
package 


C?nt8 


7.3 

7.3 
7.2 
7.3 
7.2 
7.2 
7.1 
7.1 
7.0 
7.0 
7.0 
7.0 


7.0 
7.0 


Actual 
margin 


Cents 


6.3 
6.3 
6.2 
6.3 
6.1 
6.1 
6.0 
6.1 
5.7 
5.9 
5.9 
5.9 


5.8 
5.8 


Farm  value  as 
percentage  of 
retail  value 


Percent 


14 
14 
14 
14 
15 
16 
15 
14 
19 
16 
16 
16 


17 
17 
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Table  20.-  Wheat  cereal,  fafrt-t6-retall  price  spreads 


xear 

and 

month 


1936 
1937 
1938 
1939 


1936 


Jan. 
Feb. 

Ma.T, 

Apr. 

Ivlay 

June 

July 

Aug. 

Sept, 

Oct. 

Nov, 

Dec. 


1937 


!' 


Jan. 

Feb. 

Mar. 

Apr. 

May 

June 

July 

Aug. 

Sept. 

Oct. 

Nov. 

Dec. 


1938 


Jan. 

Feb. 

Mar. 

Apr. 

May 

June 

July 

Aug. 

Sept. 

Oct. 

Nov. 

Dec. 


Farm  value 

of  2.065  lbs. 

of  wheat 


-ents 


3.3 
3.7 

2.3 
2.2 


3.2 
3.2 
3.1 
3.0 
2.8 
2.8 
3.2 
3.6 
3.6 
3.7 
3.7 
3.9 


4.3 

4.3 
4.2 
4.4 
4.1 
3.7 
3.9 
3.4 
3.2 
3.1 
2.8 
2.9 


3.0 
3.0 
2.8 
2.6 
2.5 
2.4 
2.1 
1.7 
1.8 
1.8 
1.8 
1.8 


He tail  value 
of  23  oz.  pkg. 
of  cereal 


uonts 

24.2 
24,4 
24.4 
24.1 


23.9 
24.1 
24.0 
24.2 
24.3 
24.2 
24.3 
24.2 
24.3 
24.3 
24.2 
24.2 


24.2 
24.2 
24.2 

24.3 
24.3 
24.5 
24.6 
24.6 
24.6 
24.5 
24.5 
24.5 


24.4 

24.4 
24.5 
24.5 
24.4 
24.4 
24.4 
24.4 
24.4 
24.4 
24.4 
24.4 


Actual 
margin 


Cents 


Farm  value  as 
percentage  of 
retail  value 


Percent 


20.9 

14 

20.7 

15 

22,1 

9 

21.9 

9 

20.7 

13 

20.9 

13 

20.9 

13 

21.2 

12 

21.5 

12 

21.4 

12 

21.1 

13 

20.6 

15 

20.7 

15 

20,6 

15 

20.5 

15 

20.3 

16 

19.9 

18 

19.9 

18 

20.0 

17 

19.9 

18 

20.2 

17 

20.8 

15. 

20.7 

16 

21.2 

14 

21.4 

13 

21.4 

13 

21.7 

11 

21.6 

12 

21.4 

12 

21.4 

la 

21.7 

11 

21.9 

11 

21.9 

10 

22.0 

10 

22.3 

9 

22.7 

7 

22.6 

7 

22.6 

7 

22.6 

7 

22.6 

7 

Continued 
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Table  20.-  ITheat  cereal,  farm- to-retail  price  sT^reads,  continued 


Xear 
and 
month 


1939 


1940 


Jan. 
Feb. 
Mar. 
Apr. 

May 

June 

July 

Aug. 

Sept. 

Oct. 

Nov. 

Dec. 


1941 


Jan. 
Feb. 
Mar. 

Apr. 

May 

June 


Jan.    : 

2.0 

Feb.    : 

2.0 

Mar.   : 

2.0 

Apr.   : 

2.0 

May    : 

2.2 

June   : 

2.2 

July   : 

1,9 

Aug.   : 

1,9 

Sent.   : 

2.5 

Oct.   : 

2.4 

Nov.    ! 

2.5 

Dec.   ; 

2.8 

Farm  value 

of  2.065  lbs. 

of  wheat 


Cents 


2.9 
2.9 


Retail  v^lus 

of  28  oz.  pkg. 

of  cereal 


23.7 
23.7 


Actual 
margin 


Farm  value  as 
p»^rcenta^e  of 
retail  value 


Cents 

Cents 

Percent 

24.4 

22.4 

8 

24.4 

22.4 

8 

24.1 

22.1 

a 

24.2 

22.2 

8 

24.2 

22.0 

9 

24.0 

21.8 

9 

24.1 

22.2 

8 

24.2 

22.3 

a 

24.2 

21.7 

10 

23.3 

21.4 

10 

23.8 

21.3 

11 

23.8 

21.0 

12 

20.8 
20.8 


12 

12 
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Table  21.-  Rice,  farm- to- retail  price  spreads 


Xear 
and 
month 


1936 
1937 
1938 
1959 


1936 


Jan. 
Feb. 
Mar. 
Apr. 
May 

June 

July 

Aug. 

Sept. 

Oct. 

Nov. 

Dec. 


1937 


Jan. 

Feb. 

Mar. 

Apr. 

May 

June 

July 

Aug. 

Sept, 

Oct. 

Nov. 

Dec. 


1938 


M: 


:  I 


Jan. 

Feb. 

Mar. 

Apr. 

May 

June 

July 

Aug. 

Sept. 

Oct. 

Nov. 

Dec. 


Farm  value 
of  1.51  lbs.  of 
rough  rice 
Cents 

2.9 
2.6 
2.1 
2.3 


2.9 
2.9 
2.9 
2.9 
3.0 
3.0 
3.0 
3.0 
3.2 
2.7 
2.7 
2.5 


2.8 

3.1 

3.1 

3.1 

2.9 

2.8 

2.7 

2.5 

2.2 

2.1 

2.3 

2.2 


2.2 

2.2 

2.1 

2.0 

1.9 

2.0 

2.1 

2.1 

1.9 

2.0 

2.1 

2.1 


Retail  value 
6f   1  lb. 
of  rice 


Cont  s 

8.6 
8.4 
7.8 
7.7 


8.7 
8.5 
8.5 
8.5 
8.5 
8.6 
8,7 
8.8 
8.3 
8.8 
8.6 
8.6 


8.5 

8.5 

8.5 

8.5 

8.6 

8.5 

8.5 

8.4 

8.4 

8.3 

8.1 

8.1 


3.0 

8.0 

7.9 

7.7 

7.8 

7.8 

7.8 

7.7 

7.7 

7.7 

7.6 

7.6 


Actual 
margin 


Cents 


Farm  value  as 
percentage  of 
retail  value 


Porcent 


5.7 

34 

5.8 

31 

5.7  . 

37 

5.4 

30 

5.8 

33 

5.6 

34 

5.6  . 

34 

5.6  - 

34 

5.5, 

35 

5.6 

35 

5.7 

34- 

5.8; 

34 

5.6. 

36 

6.1 

31 

5.9 

31 

6.1. 

29 

5.7 

33 

5.4 

36 

5.4 

36 

5.4 

36 

5.7 

34 

5.7 

33 

5.8 

32 

5.9 

30 

6.2 

26 

6.2 

25 

5.8 

28 

5.9 

27 

5.8 

28 

5.8 

28 

5.8 

27 

5.7 

2^ 

5.9 

24 

5.8 

26 

5.7 

21' 

5.6 

27 

5.8 

23 

6.7 

26 

5.5 

28 

5.5 

28 

Continued 
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Table  21.-  Rice,  farm-to-retail  price  srreals,  continued 


Year 
and 
month 


1939 


yan. 

Feb. 

Mar. 

Apr. 

May 

June 

July 

Aug. 

Sept. 

Oct. 

Nov. 

Dec. 


1940 


Jan. 

Feb. 

Iviar. 

Apr. 

May 

June 

July 

Aug. 

Sept. 

Oct. 

Nov. 

Dec. 


1941 


Jan. 

Feb. 

Mar. 

Apr. 

May 

June 


Farm  value 
of  1.51  lbs.  of 
r«ugh  rice 

Cents 


2.1 
2.2 
2.1 
2.1 
2.1 
2.1 
2.0 
1.9 
2.9 
2.5 
2.6 
2.4 


2.4 
2.3 


Retail  value 
of  1  lb. 
of  rice 


Cents 


7.9 
7.9 


^kct^oal 
margin 


Cents 


5.5 
5,6 


Farm  value  as 
percentage  of 
retail  value 


Percent 


7.6 

5.5 

28 

7.6 

5.4 

29 

7.6 

5.4 

28 

7.5 

5.4 

38 

7.5 

5.4 

28 

7.5 

5.4 

38 

7.6 

5.6 

26 

7.5 

5.6 

25 

7.9 

5.0 

37 

8.1 

5.6 

31 

8.1 

5.5 

32 

8.0 

5.6 

30 

30 
29 


i! 


II 


I  ! 


li 


Year 
and 
month 


1936 
1937 
1938 
1939 


1936 


Jan, 

Feb. 

Mar. 

Apr. 

May 

June 

July 

Aug. 

Sept. 

Oct. 

Kov. 

Dec. 


1937 


Jan, 
Feb. 
Mar. 

Apr. 

May 

June 

July 

Aug. 

Sept. 

Oct. 

Nov. 

Dec. 


1933 
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Table  82.-  JTavy  beans,  far«-to-retaii  price  spreads 


Jan.   J 

3.0 

Feb. 

3.0 

Mar.    : 

2.9 

Apr. 

2.8 

May    : 

2.9 

June 

3.0 

July   : 

3.3 

Aug.   : 

2.9 

Sept.   : 

2.7 

Oct.   : 

2.5 

Nov.   : 

2.5 

Dec.   J 
• 

2.5 

Farm  value 
of  1  lb.  of 

dry  beans 


Cents 

3.8 
4.9 
2.8 
2.9 


2.6 
2.8 
2.9 
3.0 
3.0 
3.0 
3.8 
4.3 
4.4 
4.8 
5.3 
5.5 


5.9 
6.4 
6.3 
6.1 
5.8 
5.7 
5.4 
4.5 
3.5 
3.4 
2.8 
2.9 


Retail  value 

of  1  lb.  of 

navy  beans 


Cents 


Actual 
margin 


Cents 


Farm  value  as 
percentage  of 
retail  value 


Percent 


6.7 

2.9 

67 

9.6 

4.7 

51 

6.3 

3.5 

44 

6.2 

3.3 

47 

5.7 

3.1 

46 

5.6 

2.8 

50 

5.6 

2.7 

52 

5.6 

2.6 

54 

5.7 

2.7 

53 

5.7 

2.7 

55 

6.0 

2.2 

63 

7.1 

2.8 

61 

7.7 

3.3 

57 

8.1 

3.3 

59 

8.8 

3.5 

60 

9.3 

3.7 

60 

9.5 

3.6 

62 

10.3 

3.9 

62 

10.7 

4.4 

59 

10.8 

4.7 

56 

10.8 

5.0 

54 

10.8 

5.1 

53 

10.8 

5.4 

50 

10.3 

5.8 

44 

9.3 

5.8 

38 

8.1 

4.7 

43 

7.2 

4.4 

39 

6.9 

4.0 

43 

6.6 

3.6 

45 

6.5 

3.5 

46 

6.4 

3.5 

45 

6.4 

3.6 

44 

6.3 

3.4 

m 

6.3 

3.3 

4S 

6.4 

3.1 

53 

6.5 

3.6 

45 

6.4 

3.7 

43 

6,3 

3.8 

40 

6.1 

3.6 

41 

6.0 

3.5 

43 

Continued 
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Table  22.-  Navy  beans,  farm- to-retail  price  spreads,  continued 


Year 
and 
month 


1939 


Jan. 

Feb. 

Mar, 

Apr. 

May 

June 

July 

Aug. 

Sept. 

Oct. 

Nov. 

Dec. 


1940 


1941 


Jan. 

Feb. 

Mar. 

Apr. 

May 

June 


Jan.   : 

3.2 

Feb.   : 

3.2 

Mar.    : 

Apr.    : 

I<te.y    : 

June   : 

July   : 

Aug.   : 

Ser^t, 

• 

Oct.   : 

... 

i^ov.   : 

Dec.   : 

- 

Farm  value 
of  1  lb.  of 
dry  beans 


Cents 


2.6 

2.6 
2.5 
2.5 
2.3 
2.7 
2.6 
2.6 
3.8 
3.3 
3.2 
3.1 


Retail  value 
of  1  lb.  of 
__  navy  beans 
Cents 


6.7 
6.7 


Actual 
margin 


C^nts 


3.5 
3.5 


Farm  value  as 
pterc^^ntage  of 
retail  value 


Percent 


5.9 

3.3 

44 

5.9 

3.3 

44 

5.8 

3.3 

43 

5.8 

3.3 

43 

5.8 

3.0 

46 

5.9 

3.2 

46 

5.9 

3.3 

44 

5.9 

3.3 

44 

7.1 

3.3 

54 

7.2 

3.9 

46 

6.9 

3.7 

46 

6.8 

3.7 

46 

AM 

48 


I 
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Table  23.-  Pork  and  beans,  canned,  farm- to-retail  price  spreads 


/oar 

:  Farm  value 

and 

:  of  .35  lb.  of 

month 

:    dry  beans 

:     Cents 

1936 

:     1.2 

1937 

:      1.8 

1938 

:      0.8 

1939  2/ 

:      0.7 

1936 

Jan. 

:     0.6 

Feb. 

0.7 

Mar. 

:      0.7 

Apr. 

:      0.7 

May 

:      0.8 

June 

:      0.8 

July 

:      1.2 

Aug. 

:      1.6 

Sept. 

:      1.6 

Oct. 

:      1.8 

Nov. 

:      2.0 

Dec. 

2.1 

1937 

Jan, 

:      2.2 

Feb. 

!      2.6 

Mar. 

:      2.5 

Apr. 

;      2-4 

May- 

2.2 

June   : 

2.1 

July   J 

2.0 

Aug.    : 

1.5 

Sept.   : 

1.1 

Oct.    J 

1.0 

Nov. 

0.8 

Dec.    : 

0.9 

1938       :' 

Jan.    : 

0.9 

Feb.    : 

0.9 

Mar.    : 

0.9 

A-or.    : 

0.8 

May    : 

0.9 

June   ; 

0.9 

July   : 

1.0 

Aug.   : 

0.7 

Sept.   ; 

0.7 

Oct.    : 

0.6 

Nov.    : 

0.6 

Dec.    : 

0,6 

Retail  value  : 
16  oz.  can  of  :  Actual 
baked  beans  l/  ;  marg;in 


Cents 

7.1 
7.9 
7.4 
7.2 


7.1 
7.1 

7.0 
7.1 
7.0 
7.0 
6.9 
7.1 
7.2 
7.2 
7.4 
7.4 


7.5 

7.6 
7.8 
7.9 

8.0 
6.1 
8.0 
8.1 
8.1 
8.1 
8.0 
7.6 


7.6 
7.6 
7.5 
7.5 
7.4 
7.4 
7.4 
7.4 
7.3 
7.3 
7.3 
7.3 


Farm  value  as 
percentage  of 
retail  value 


Gents 


Percent 
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Table  23.-  Poi'k  and  beans,  canned,  farm-to-retail  T:rice  spreads,  continued 


Year 
and 
month 


5.9 

17 

6.1 

23 

6.6 

11 

6.5 

10 

6.5 

8 

6.4 

10 

6.3 

10 

6.4 

10 

6.2 

11 

6.2 

11 

5.7 

17 

5.5 

23 

5.6 

22 

5.4 

25 

5.4 

27 

5.3 

28 

5.3 

29 

5.0 

34 

5.3 

32 

5.5 

30 

5.8 

28 

6.0 

26 

6.0 

25 

6.6 

18 

7.0 

14 

7.1 

12 

7.2 

10 

6.7 

12 

6.7 

12 

6.7 

12 

6.6 

12 

6.7  ■ 

11 

6.5 

12 

6.5 

12 

6.4 

14 

6.7 

9 

6.6 

10 

6.7 

8 

6.7 

8 

6.7 

8 

Continued 

1939 


1940 


Jan. 

Feb. 

Mar. 

Apr. 

May 

J-'one 

July 

Aug. 

Sept. 

Oct. 

Nov. 

Dec. 


1941 


Jan. 

Feb, 

Mar. 

Apr. 

May 

June 


Jan.    : 

0.6 

Feb.   : 

0.6 

Mar.    : 

0.6 

Apr.    : 

0.6 

lAay    : 

0.3 

June   : 

0.7 

July 

0.7 

Aug. 

0.7 

Sept.   : 

Oct.    : 

• 

Nov.    : 

Dec.    : 

Farm  value 
of  .35  lb.  of 
dry  beans 


Retail  value 
16  02.  can  of 
baked  beans  l/ 


Act'oal 
mr.rgi  n 


.^Vir'T  value  ns 
rercentage  of 
r-^tail  value 


Cents 


Cents 


Cents 


Percent 


7.3 
7.3 
7.3 
7.3 
7.2 
7.2 
7.2 
7.1 


6.7 

.  3 

6.7 

d 

6.7 

8 

6.7 

.  8 

6.4 

11 

6.  5 

10 

6.5 

.  10 

6.4 

10 

1/  The  Bureau  of  Labor  Statistics  has  discontinued  collection  of  the 
"retail  prices  of  this  item, 

2/  Eight-month  average  (Jan.  -  Aug. ) 
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Year 
and 
month 


1936 
1937 
1933 
1939 


1936 


Jan. 
Feb. 
Mar. 
Apr. 
May- 
June 
July 
Aug. 
Sopt. 
Oct. 
Nov. 
Dec. 


1937 


Jan. 
Feb. 
Mar. 
Apr. 
May- 
June 
July 
Aug. 
Sept, 
Oct. 
Nov. 
Dec. 


1938 


Jan. 

Feb. 

Mar. 

Apr. 

May 

June 

July 

Aug. 

Sept. 

Oct. 

Nov. 

Dec. 


Table  24.-  Oranges,  farm- to- re tail  price  spreads 


Farm  value 
per  dozen 
1/17  of  box 
Cents 

10.9 
14.8 

6.0 

6.2 


8.7 
9.4 
9.1 
9.0 
10.4 
11.8 
12.9 
12.6 
15.6 
13.8 
10.9 
7.2 


9.0 
13.1 
14.0 
15.5 
15.3 
16.1 
19.7 
20.0 
21.2 
15.7 
10.8 
6.9 


5.4 

6.0 

5.7 

5.6 

6.9 

5.6 

7.1 

7.4 

7.4 

5.7 

4.8 

4.2 


Ketaii  value 
of   1  dozen 
.    or  anises 
Cents 

-■  - 

33.0 
38.3 
26.4 
27.9 


30.2 

30.2 

30.5 

29.5 

31.5 

34.7 

35.5 

36.7 

37.4 

37.8 

33.4 

28.9 


29.1 

35.4 

36.0 

37.6 

38.8 

40.3 

42.8 

45.8 

45.6 

44.9 

34.2 

28.6 


25.0 

24.1 

24.4 

24.0 

25.8 

26.5 

27.8 

29.2 

30.0 

27.9 

26.2 

26.0 


Actual 
margin 


Cents 


i  I'arm  value  as 
:  percentage  of 
:   retail  value 
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Table  24.-  Oranges,  farm- to-retail  price  spreads,  continued 


Percent 


22.1 

33 

23.5 

39 

20.4 

23 

21.7 

22 

21.5 

29 

20.8 

31 

21.4 

30 

20.5 

31 

21.1 

53 

22.9 

34 

22.6 

36 

24.1 

34 

21.3 

42 

24.0 

37 

22.5 

33 

21.7 

25 

20.1 

31 

22.3 

37 

22.0 

39 

22.1 

41 

23.5 

39 

24.2 

40 

23.1 

46 

25.8 

44 

24.4 

46 

29.2 

35 

23.4 

32 

21.7 

24 

19.6 

22 

18.1 

25 

18.7 

23 

18.4 

23 

18.9 

27 

21.0 

21 

20.7 

26 

21.8 

25 

22.6 

25 

22.2 

20 

21.4 

16 

21.8 

16 

Conti 

nued 

11 


Year    : 

larm  value   ; 

He  tail  val'ie 

:  Farm  vnlue  as 

and    S 

p»-3r  dozen   ; 

of  1  dozen 

.  Actual 

:  T,ercentago  of 

month   : 

1/17  of  box  . 

oranges 

.  margin 

:  retail  value 

Cents 

Cents 

Cents 

?erc'"nt 

1939       : 

Jan.   : 

4.4 

24.8 

20.4 

IB 

Feb.   : 

4.4 

23.6 

19.2 

19 

Mar.   : 

5.2 

23.4 

18.2 

22 

Arr.    : 

6.0 

24.4 

1^.4 

25 

Ifey    : 

6.9 

•   25.8 

18.9 

27 

June   : 

6.7 

28.0 

21.3 

24 

July   : 

6.1 

30.2 

24.1 

20 

Aug.   : 

7.5 

30.9 

23.4 

24 

Sert.   ; 

9.1 

34.3 

25.2 

27 

Oct.     ! 

9.1 

34.7 

25.6 

26 

Nov.    ! 

!       5.3     ■ 

28.8 

23.5 

la 

Dec. 

!       4.5 

26.3 

22.0 

16 

1940 

Jan, 

:      4.4 

23.7 

19.3 

19 

Feb. 

;       6.7 

25.7 

19.0 

26 

Mar. 

Apr. 

fAay 

June 

July 

Aug. 

Sept. 

Oct. 

Nov. 

Dec. 

1941 

Jan. 

- 

Feb. 

Mar. 

Arr. 

May 

June 

I 

li 
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Table  25.-  White  potatoes,  farm-to-retail  price  spreads 


Year 

:   Farm  value   : 

Hetail  rric 

and 

:   of  1  lb. 

of  1  lb. 

month 

:   of  potatoes  : 

of  potatoes 

:     Cents 

Cents 

1936 

:      1.7 

3.2 

1937 

:      1.5 

2.8 

1938 

:      0.9 

2.1 

1939 

:      1.2 

2.5 

1936 

Jan. 

:      1.1 

2.3 

Feh. 

:      1.2 

2.3 

Mar. 

:      1.2 

2.4 

Apr. 

:      1.4 

2.8 

May 

:      1.5 

3.3 

June 

:      2.3 

4.9 

July 

:      2.3 

4.1 

Aug. 

:      2.1 

3.6 

Sept. 

:      1.9 

3.2 

Oct. 

:      1.6 

2.9 

Nov. 

:      l.« 

2.9 

Dec. 

:      1.8 

3.2 

1937 

Jan. 

:      2.0 

3.7 

Feb. 

:      2.2 

3.8 

Mar. 

2.2 

3.8 

Apr. 

2.0 

3.7 

May    ; 

1.8 

3.6 

June    J 

1.5 

3.0 

July   : 

1.3 

2.3 

Aug.    : 

1.2 

2.0 

Sept.   : 

0.9 

1.9 

Oct.    : 

0.8 

1.9 

Nov.    : 

0.9 

1.9 

Dec.    : 

0.9 

2.0 

1933       ] 

- 

Jan.    : 

0.9 

2.0 

Feb.   : 

0.9 

2.0 

Mar. 

0.9 

2.1 

Apr.    : 

0.9 

2.4 

May    ; 

0.9 

2.4 

June   : 

1.1 

2.7 

July   : 

1.1 

2.3 

Aug.   : 

0.9 

1.9 

Serjt. 

0.8 

1.3 

Oct.    : 

0.8 

1.9 

Nov,    ; 

0.9 

1.9 

Dec.    : 

1.0 

2.2 

I  Actual 

i     margin 

Cents 


i  Farm  value  as 
I  percentage  of 
:  retail  value 


i-ercont 


1.5 

53 

1.3 

54 

1.2 

43 

1.3 

48 

1.2 

48 

1.1 

52 

1.2 

50 

1.4 

50 

1.8 

45 

2.6 

47 

1.8 

56 

1.5 

58 

1.3 

59 

1.3 

55 

1,5 

55 

1.4 

56 

1.7 

54 

1.6 

58 

1.6 

58 

1.7 

54 

1.8 

50 

1.5 

50 

1.0 

57 

0,8 

60 

1.0 

47 

1.1 

42 

1.0 

47 

1.1 

45 

1.1 

45 

1.1 

45 

1.2 

43 

1.6 

38 

1.5 

38 

1.6 

41 

1.2 

48 

l.Q 

47 

1.0 

44 

1.1 

42 

1.0 

47 

1.2 

45 

Continued 
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Table  25.-  ':?hite  potatoes,  farm-to-retail  rrlce  spreads,  continued 


Year 
and 
month 


1939 


Jan.    : 

1.1 

Feb.    : 

1.1 

I4ar.    : 

1.1 

Apr.    : 

1.3 

May    : 

1.1 

June   : 

1.0 

July   : 

1.3 

Aug.    : 

1.2 

Sept.   : 

1.2 

Oct.    : 

1.1 

Kov.    : 

1.2 

Dec.    : 

1.2 

1940 


Jan. 

Feb. 

Ifer. 

Ar-r. 

ivlay 

June 

July 

Aug. 

Sept. 

Oct. 

Nov. 

Dec. 


1941 


Jan. 
Feb. 
liar. 
Apr. 
Ha/ 


Farm  value 

of  1  lb. 
of  potatoes 


Cents 


1.2 
1.3 


itetail  rrice 

of  1  ib4 
of  rotatoes 


C3nts 


2.4 
2.4 
2.3 
2.6 
2.7 
2.7 
2.7 
2.3 
2.4 
2.3 
2.3 
2.4 


2.4 
2.6 


Actual 

margin 

•^ents 


1.2 

1.3 


FarTi  value  as 
p:rc intake  of 
retail  value 


Percent 


1.3 

4f 

1.3 

46 

1.2 

43 

1.3 

50 

1.6 

41 

1.7 

37 

1.4 

43 

1.1 

52 

1.2 

50 

1.2 

43 

1.1 

52 

1.2 

50 

50 
50 


I 


-  46  - 


Year 
and 
month 


'I 

I 

i 


i 


Table  35.^  Apples,  farm- to-retail  rrice  sproada 


Farn  value 
of  1  TDOund 
of  apples 
Cents 


1936 

1.9 

1937 

I            2,2 

1938 

t            1.6 

1939 

:            1.7 

1936 

Jan.         ; 

1.7 

?eb.         ; 

1.8 

iviar.        : 

1.8 

Apr.        : 

1.8 

Ivlay          : 

1.9 

June        : 

2.2 

July       : 

2.0 

Aug. 

1.8 

Sept.       : 

1.7 

Oct.        : 

1.9 

Nov.        : 

1.9 

Dec.        : 

2.2 

1937                : 

Jan.         : 

2.3 

Feb. 

2.6 

Ua.T. 

2.8 

Apr.        : 

3.0 

y^         : 

3.3 

June 

3.3 

Jiily       : 

2.3 

•^ug.        : 

1.7 

Sept.      : 

1.5 

Oct.        : 

1.3 

Nov.        : 

1.3 

Dec.        : 

1.4 

1938                i 

Jan. 

1.5 

Feb.        : 

1.4 

Mar.        : 

1.4' 

Apr. 

1.4 

May 

1.5 

June        : 

1.6 

July        : 

1.7 

Aug.         • 

1.6 

Seiot.       ; 

1.6 

Oct.         : 

1.7 

Nov. 

1.8 

Dec.        : 

1.9 

He tail  value 
of  1  pound 
of  aprlos 


Cents 

5.7 
6.0 
4.3 
5.0 


5.4 

5.3 

5.4 

5.5 

5.6 

6.4 

6.4 

5.3 

5.4 

5.6 

5.8 

6.0 


6.3 
6.6 
7.0 
7.2 
7.9 
8.3 
6.8 
4.9 
4.6 
4.3 
4.4 
4.4 


4.5 

4.4 

4.4 

4.5 

4.7 

5.6 

5.4 

4.6 

4.6 

4.9 

4.9 

5.2 


Ac  tual 
margin 


Cents 

3.8 

3.8 
3.2 
3.3 


3.7 
3.5 
5.6 
3.7 
3.7 
4.2 
4.4 
3.5 
3.7 
3.7 
3.9 
3.8 


4.0 

4.0 

4.2 

4.2 

4.6 

5.0 

4.5 

3.2 

3.1 

3.0 

3.1 

3.0 


3.0 

3.0 

3.0 

3.1 

3.2 

4.0 

3.7 

3.0 

3.0 

3.2 

3.1 

3.3 


Farm  valu^j  as 
iJ'^rc.^ntage  of 
retail  value 
Percent 

33 
37 
S3 

34 


31 

34 
33 
S3 
34 
34 
31 
54 
31 
34 
33 
37 


37 
39 
40 
42 
42 
40 
34 
35 
33 
30 
30 
32 


33 
32 
32 

31 
32 
29 
31 
35 
35 
35 
37 
37 


Continued 
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'able  35.-  Apples,  farm-to-retail  rrice  spreads,  continued 


Yi^ar          : 

Farm  value 

and          : 

of  1  pound 

month        : 

of  arples 

Cents 

1959                : 

Jan.        : 

2.0 

Feb. 

2.0 

f/iar .        : 

2.0 

ADr.        : 

2.1 

f'lay         : 

2.1 

June        : 

2.1 

July       : 

1.9 

Aug.        : 

1.4 

Sept.      : 

1.3 

Oct.        : 

1.2 

Nov.        : 

1.3 

Dec.        : 

1.4 

1940               I 

Jan.        ! 

:              1.5 

Feb. 

:              1.7 

Mar. 

Apr. 

May 

June 

July 

Aug. 

Set)t. 

Oct. 

Nov. 

Dec. 

1941 

Jan. 

Feb. 

Mar. 

Apr. 

May 

June 

"Retail  value 
of  1  pound 
of  arrles 


C-^nts 


4.4 
4.6 


Cents 


2.9 
2.9 


Farn  valu^  as 
percental?  of 
retnil  value 


-erC''^nt 


5.2 

3.2 

.33 

5.3 

3.3 

38 

5.4 

3.4 

37 

5.7 

3.6 

37 

5.8 

3.7 

36 

6.1 

4.0 

34 

5.4 

3.5 

35 

4.4 

3.0 

32 

4.0 

2.7 

32 

4.0 

2.8 

30 

4.0 

2.7 

32 

4.2 

2.8 

33 

34 
37 


-  48  - 


*able  36.-  Lemons,  farm- to-retail  price  srreadp 


Hi 


Yoar 

:    Farm  value   i 

Retail  value 



:  Farm  valuo  as 

and 

:  of  1/27  box  ! 

of  1  dozen 

:  Act^ial 

:  rerc3nta..^e  of 

month 

:    of  lemons    ; 

lemons  l/ 

:  margin 

:  retail  vilue 

I     C^nts 

Cents 

C-3nts 

F  ^rcerit 

1936 

12.0 

31.1 

19.1 

39 

1937 

:      14.9 

33.4 

18.5 

45 

1933 

:       7.7 

26.9 

19.2 

29 

1939  2/ 

7.2 

24.5 

17.3 

30 

1936 

Jan. 

:      10.0 

32.1 

22.1 

31 

Feb. 

:       9.6 

28.9- 

19.3 

33 

Ivfer . 

:      11.7 

28.3 

17.1 

41 

Apr. 

:      9.6 

23.4 

18.3 

34 

I/iay 

:      17.0 

31.3 

14.3 

54 

June 

:      14.6 

52.8 

13.2 

46 

July 

:      22.2    . 

39.5 

17.3 

56 

AUg. 

:      12.4 

33.5 

21.1 

37 

Sept. 

:      10.6 

31.5 

20.9 

34 

Oct. 

:      10.2 

30.2 

20.0 

34 

Nov. 

:      9.6 

29.2 

19.6 

33 

Dec. 

:      6.7 

27.3 

20.6 

25 

1937 

Jan . 

:      12.2 

27.6 

15.4 

44 

Feb. 

:      14.3 

33.9 

19.1 

44 

Mc'.r. 

:      12.4 

30.7 

18.3 

40 

Apr. 

!      11.7 

31.2 

19.5 

38 

May 

:      14.3 

31.2 

16.9 

46 

June   ; 

17.4 

33.6 

16.2 

52 

July 

!      17.6 

35.0 

17.4 

50 

AUg.    ; 

13.1 

34.6 

21.5 

38 

Sept.   : 

17.4 

36.1 

18.7 

43 

Oct.    : 

15.7 

34.5 

18.8 

46 

Nov.    : 

19.6 

36.3 

16.7 

54 

Dec.    : 

13.1 

36.8 

23.7 

36 

1938 

Jan.    : 

10.0 

32.9 

22.9 

30 

Feb. 

7.4 

29.0 

21.6 

26 

Mar.    : 

10.9 

27.7 

16.8 

39 

ATDr. 

7.2 

27.9 

20.7 

26 

i^y    : 

9.3 

27.2 

17.9 

34 

June   : 

7.2 

26.7 

19.5 

87 

J^y   : 

3.7 

27.0 

13.3 

S2 

Aug.   : 

8.3 

26.3 

13.0 

^ 

Sept.   : 

6.7 

25.7 

19.0 

136 

Oct. 

4.8 

24.3 

19.5 

80 

Nov.    : 

5.4 

24.2 

18.8 

82 

Dec.        : 

6.3 

24.5 

18.2 

86 
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Table  36.-  Lemons,  fai'nl-to-rntail  rric?  s-creads,  continued 


xear 
and 
month 


1939 


Jan. 
Feb. 

Apr. 
May 

JUDQ 


Jan.  .  ; 

.i^.3 

Feb.    : 

r',9 

Mar.    : 

7.-0 

Apr.    : 

5.0 

May    : 

5.1 

June   : 

9.3 

July   : 

9.3 

AUg.    : 

8.5 

Sept.   : 

Oct.    : 

Nov.    : 

Dec.    : 

1940 

Jan,    : 

Feb. 

Mar. 

Apr. 

May 

June 

July 

Aug. 

Sept. 

Oct. 

Nov. 

Dec. 

1941 

Jarm  value 
of  1/27  box 
of  lemons 


Retail  value 
Of  1  dozen 
lemons  l/ 


Cents 


Cents 


Actual 


margin 


Fp.Tvn  value  as 
r-rc=,ntage  of 
retail  value 


Cents 


-•-ercent 


24.4 

13.1 

.  26 

24.1 

17.2 

29 

24.3 

17.3 

29 

23.5 

13.5 

21 

22.9 

17.8 

•  22 

24.6 

15.3 

•  38 

25.8 

16.5 

36 

26.0 

17.5 

33 

l/  Ihe  Bureau  of  Labor  Statistics  has  discontinued  collection  of  the 
retail  rrices  of  this  item. 


2/  Eight-month  average  (Jan.  -  Aug. ) 
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Year 
and 
month 


1936 
1937 
1933 
1939 


1936 


Jan. 

Feb. 

Mar. 

Apr. 

May 

June 

Jiily 

Au€- 
Sept. 

Oct. 

Nov. 

Dec. 


1937 


Jan. 

Feb. 
Mar. 
Apr. 
May- 
June 
J^aly 
Aug. 
Sapt. 
Oct. 
Kov. 
Dec. 


1938 


I, 


Jan, 

Feb. 

Iviar. 

Apr. 

May 

June 

July 

Aug. 

Sept. 

Oct. 

Nov. 

Dec. 


Table  37.-  Lamb  products,  farm- to- re  tail  x)rice  spreads 


Farm  value  of 
2.16  lbs.  of 
live  lamb 


Cents 

17.1 
18.3 
14.8 
15.2 


17.8 
17.9 
17.5 
18.3 
18.6 
18.0 
17.2 
16.4 
16.0 
15.7 
15.6 
15.7 


17.1 
17.5 
19.1 
19.9 
19.8 
19.2 
18.4 
18.7 
18.5 
18.2 
17.0 
16.2 


15.4 
14.3 
15.9 
15.6 
14.9 
14.8 
14.8 
14.2 
14.0 
13.8 
14.7 
15.3 


Average   retail  Drice 
of  1   lb.    of  rrin- 

cipal  lamb  cut s 1/ 

Cf^nts 


^ 


27.4 
28.7 
26.7 

26.8 


27.4 
26.7 
26.3 
26.9 
28.8 
29.6 
29.1 
23.4 
28.5 
26.7 
25.9 
24.9 


25.5 
25.3 
27.1 
28.9 
29.0 
29.6 
30.6 
30.3 
30.4 
29.6 
29.4 
28.9 


27.2 

24.9 
26.3 
27.1 
26.3 
27.7 
28.2 
27.0 
26.6 
26.0 
26.0 
26.4 


Actual 

Jviar^Li 
Cents 


:farra  value  as 

:rer(?.entage  of 

;  retail  value 

Percent 


10.3 

62 

10.4 

64 

11.9 

55 

10.6 

60 

9.6 

65 

8.8 

67 

3.7 

67 

8.6 

63 

10.2 

65 

11.6 

61 

11.9 

59 

12.0 

53 

12.5 

56 

11.0 

59 

10.3 

60 

9.3 

63 

d«4 

67 

7.8 

69 

8.0 

70 

9.0 

69 

9.9 

63 

10.4 

65 

12.2 

60 

11.6 

62 

11.9 

61 

11.4 

61 

12.4 

58 

12.7 

56 

11.8 

57 

10.6 

57 

10.9 

59 

11.5 

58 

11.9 

56 

12.9 

53 

13.4  . 

52 

12.8 

53 

12.6 

53 

12.2 

53 

11.3 

57 

11.1 

53 
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Table  37.-  Lamb  products,  farm- to-retail  price  spreads,  continued 


Year 
and 
month 


1939 


Jan. 

Feb. 

Nitir . 

Apr. 

iMay 

June 

July 

Aug. 

Sept. 

Oct. 

Nov. 

Dec. 


1940 


Jan. 

Feb. 

Mar. 

Apr. 

May 

June 

July 

Au^. 

Sept, 

Oct. 

Nov. 

Dec. 


1941 


Jan. 

Feb. 

Mar. 

Apr, 

May 

June 


Farm  value  of 
2.16  lbs.  of 
live  lamb 


Cents 


Average,  retail  price 
of  1  lb.    of  rrin- 
ci£al  _la.mb  cuts  l/ 
Cents 


15.8 

15.9 

16.0 

17.0 

17.3 

16.2 

15.8 

15.0 

16.4 

16.4 

16.2 

15.9 


16.4 

16.4 


26. 

6 

26. 

4 

26. 

1 

27. 

1 

28. 

5 

26. 

4 

25. 

0 

26. 

7 

23. 

5 

25. 

5 

25 

.0 

24 

.6 

24 

.5 

24 

.2 

:  Farm  value  as 
Actual  :  percentage  of 
margi n   ;  retail  value 


■Cei.ts 


'ercent 


10.3 

59 

10.  5 

60 

10.1 

61 

10.1 

63 

11.2 

61 

12.2 

57 

12.2 

56 

11.7 

56 

12.1 

53 

9.1 

64 

3.8 

65 

3.7 

65 

8.1 

67 

7.8 

68 

1/  After  August  1939  the  Bureau  of  Labor  Statistics  discontinued  the 
collection  of  retail  i^rices  for  several  lamb  products.   Since  that  date  the 
composite  retail  price  has  been  calculated  as  ecuivalent  to  the  combined 
value  of  .432#  leg  of  lamb  and  .404#  rib  chops. 


t\ 
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*able  38.-  Sweet  DotatOv^g,  farm- to- re  tail  Drice  spreads 


Year 
and 
month 


W 


1936 
1937 
1938 
1939 


1936 


Jan. 

Feb. 

Mar. 

Apr. 

Ma"'' 

June 

July 

Sep  t . 
Oct. 
iiicv. 
Dec. 


1937 


oan. 
Feb. 
Mar. 

ADr. 

Jure 
July 
Aug;. 
Se-t, 

Oci. 

IJcv. 

x/6  w  • 


1938 


Jan. 

Feb. 

Mar. 
Apr. 

J-iie 

July 

Aug. 

Sept, 

Oct. 

Nov. 

Dec. 


I arm  value 
of  1  pound  of 
sweet  rotatoes 


Retail  price 
of  1  Dound  of 
sweet  "Potatoes 


Cents 

1.5 
1.7 
1.4 
1.4 


1.2 

1.3 
1.3 
1.4 

1.5 
1.6 
1.7 
2.2 
1.8 
1.6 
1.4 
1.5 


1.6 
1.7 
1.8 
1.9 
2.0 
1.9 
1.3 
1.9 
1.6 
1.3 
1.2 
1.3 


1.4 
1.4 
1.5 
1.5 
1.5 
1.5 
1.6 
1.6 
1.3 
1.1 
1.1 
1.2 


Ce.it  s 

4.4 
4.8 
4.0 
4.2 


3.6 
3.7 
5.7 
4.0 
4.5 
5.1 
6.4 
5.6 
4.5 
3.9 
3.7 
4.1 


4.3 
4.6 
4.9 
5.5 
5.9 
6.1 
6.4 
5.4 
4.1 
3.4 

r:.    '2 

7.7 


C.8 
3.9 

r?.9 

5.9 
^.  2 
•^.5 
5.1 
4.8 
3.7 
3.1 
3.4 
3.7 


Ac  tual 


Cents 


mgrgin :  re 


y?:  rm  value  as 
T'erccntage  of 
retail  value 


Percent 


2.9 

34 

3.1 

35 

2.6 

35 

2.8 

33 

2.4 

33 

2.4 

35 

2.4 

35 

2.6 

35 

3.0 

33 

3.5 

31 

4.7 

27 

3.4 

39 

2.7 

40 

2.3 

41 

2.3 

38 

2.6 

37 

2.7 

37 

2.9 

37 

5.1 

37 

3.6 

35 

3.9 

34 

4.2 

31 

4.6 

28 

3.5 

35 

2.5 

39 

2.1 

38 

2.1 

36 

2.4 

35 

2.4 

37 

2.5 

36 

2.4 

38 

2.  i 

38 

2.7 

36 

5.0 

33 

3.5 

31 

5.2 

33 

2.4 

35 

2.0 

35 

2.3 

32 

2.5 

32 

Continued 

-53  - 


ti^ble  38.-  Sweet  potatoes,  farm- to-retail  price  spreads,  continued 


Year 

and 
month 


1939 


Jan. 
Feb. 
fer. 
Apr. 

J'one 

July 

Aug. 

Sept. 

Oct. 

i:ov. 

Dec. 


1940 


iprm  value 
of  1  pound  of 
r.w^et  potatoes 
Cents 


Retail  r^rice 
of  1  pouid  of 
sweet  potr:t_3es 


Jents 


1.3 
1.3 
1.4 
1.4 
1.4 
1.5 
1.5 
1.6 
1.4 
1.2 
1.2 
1.2 


3.9 
4.1 
4.2 
4.5 
4.7 
4.9 
5.8 
5.1 
3.6 
3.3 
3.2 
3.4 


Jan.   : 

1.3 

3.9 

Feb.   : 

1.4 

4.1 

Vi&T,        : 

A-or.   : 

May    ; 

June   : 

July   : 

Aug.   : 

SeT)t.   : 

Oct.   : 

Nov,   : 

Dec.   ! 
1 

1941       S 

Jan. 

Feb. 

Mar. 

Apr. 

May 

June 

Actual 
margin 


Cents 


2.6 
2.7 


Farm  value  as 
percentage  of 
retail  value 


Percent 


2.^ 

33 

2.3 

32 

2.3 

33 

3.1 

31 

5.3 

30 

5.4 

31 

4.3 

26 

3.5 

37 

2.2 

39 

2.1 

36 

2.0 

58 

2.2 

35 

33 
34 


il 
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i'3ar 

and 

month 


1936 
1937 
1938 
1939 


1936 


Jan. 
Fat). 
Mar. 
Apr, 
May- 
June 
July 
Aug. 
Sept. 
Oct. 
i^ov. 
Dec. 


1937 


Jan. 
Fab. 
Ma,r. 
Apr. 
May- 
June 
July 

Sert. 
Oct. 

IMOV. 

Dec. 


1938 


Jan. 

Feb. 

f'iar. 

Apr. 

J- ay 

June 

July 

Aug. 

Sept. 

Oct. 

Nov. 

Dec. 


-:a.ble  39.-  ^e  bread,  farin- to-retail  price  spreadfi 


Farm  value  of 

.39  lb.  rye  and 

.64  lb.  wheat 


>nt5 

1.4 

1.7 
1.0 
0.9 


1.3 

1.3 
1.3 
1.2 
1.2 
1.2 
1.4 
1.6 
1.7 
1.7 
1.7 
1.8 


2.0 

2.0 

2.0 

2.0 

1.9 

1.8 

1.8 

1.6 

1.5 

1.4 

1.3 

1.3 


1.4 
1.4 

1.3 
1.2 
1.1 
1.1 

0.9 
0.8 
0.8 
0.8 
0.8 
0.8 


Retail  value   : 
of  1  pound  of  :  ..^„.^^ 
rye  bread l/__J E^^Sijl 


Cents 

9.0 
9.3 
9.3 
8.6 


9.2 

9.1 
9.1 
9.0 
8.9 
8.9 
9.0 
9.0 
9.0 
9.0 
9.0 
9.0 


9.1 
9.2 

9.2 
9.2 
9.3 
9.4 

9.^: 

9.4 
9.4 
9.5 
9.5 
9.4 


9.4 

9.5 

9.5 

9.4 

9.4 

9.5 

9.4 

9.4 

9.1 

9.0 

8.9 

8.9 


:  'arm  value  as 

Actual 

:  Tjercentage  of 

margin 

:  retail  value 

Cents 

Farcent 

7.6 

16 

7.6 

18 

8.3 

XI 

7.7 

10 

7.9 

14 

7.8 

14 

7.8 

14 

7.8 

13 

7.7 

13 

7.7 

13 

7.6 

16 

7.4 

18 

7.3 

19 

7.3 

19 

7.3 

19 

7.2 

20 

7.1 

22 

7.2 

22 

7.2 

22 

7.3 

=   32 

7.4 

20 

7.6 

19 

7.6 

19 

7.8 

17 

7.9 

16 

8.1 

15 

8.2 

14 

8.1 

14 

8.0 

15 

B.l 

15 

8.2 

14 

8.2 

13 

8.3 

12 

8.4 

12 

8.5 

10 

8.6 

9 

3.3 

9 

8.2 

9 

8.1 

9 

8.1 

9 

Oont 

inu©d 
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Table  39.-  I^'e  bread,  farm- to-r:» tail  price  spreads,  continued 


i  3;).r 
and 
moTxth 


1939 


Jan. 
Feb. 

Ma.r. 

Apr. 

May 

June 

J^iiy 

-  T*^ 
-  *.  **-S5  • 

Sop  t . 
Oct. 
Nov, 
Dec. 


1940 


1941 


Jan. 
Feb. 
Mfir. 

A-nr, 

y^ 

Juae 


Jan. 

:      1.3 

Feb. 

!      1.3 

Mar. 

Apr. 

J 

wiay 

June 

July 

Aug. 

; 

Sect. 

Oct. 

Hov. 

Doc, 

Far'Ti  value  of 

.  39  lb.  ry  >.  and 

.  64  lb.  wlieat 


Cent? 


0.9 
0,8 
0,8 
0.8 
0.9 
0.9 
0.6 
C.8 
1.1 
1.1 
1.1 
1.2 


Retail  value 
of  1  pound  of 
rye  bread  l/ 


Cents 


8.8 
8.7 
8.7 
8.4 
8.6 
8.7 
6.6 
8.6 
8.5 
8.6 
8.6 
6.6 


8.9 

8.9 


Actiial 
margin 


Cents 


7. 

9 

7. 

9 

7. 

9 

7. 

6 

7. 

7 

7. 

8 

7. 

8 

7. 

8 

7. 

4 

7, 

5 

7. 

5 

7. 

4 

7,6 
7.6 


Frrin  value  as 
P'?rcGntage  of 
retail  value 


I 


Percent 


10 

9 

9 

10 

10 

10 

9 

9 

13 

13 

13 

14 


IS 

15 


l/  Betail  prices  usad  In  this  table  after  June  1,  1937  are  carried 
.6  cent  below  the  price  published  by  Bureau  of  Labor  Statistics  to 
preserve  comparability  with  earlier  years. 


w 


I 

I.'  i 
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Table  40.-  \Vhole  wheat  Iread,  farm- to- re  tail  price  spreads 


Year 

:  Farm  value  of 

and 

:    .92  pound 

month 

!     of  wheat 

J      Cents 

1936 

:      1.5 

1937 

:      1.6 

1938 

1.0 

1939 

:      1.0 

1936 

: 

Jan. 

:      1.4 

Feb. 

:      1.4 

Mar. 

1.4 

Apr. 

:      1.3 

May- 

:      1.3 

June 

:      1.2 

July 

:      1.4 

Aug. 

:      1.6 

Sept. 

:  •     1.6 

Oct. 

;      1.6 

Nov, 

J      1.6 

;.  Dec. 

:      1.8 

1937 

Jan, 

:      1.9 

Feb. 

:      1,9 

Mar. 

:      1.9 

Apr, 

1       1.9 

May    J 

1.8 

June   ; 

1.7 

July   : 

1.7 

Aug.    : 

1.5 

Sept.   : 

1.4 

Oct.   : 

1.4 

Nov,   : 

1.3 

Dec.   : 

1.3 

1938      ': 

Jan.   : 

1.4 

Feb.    ; 

1.4 

Mar.    : 

1.2 

Apr.    : 

1.1 

May    : 

1.1 

J^jine   : 

1.1 

July 

0.9 

Aug.    : 

0.8 

Sept.   ; 

0.8 

Oct.    ; 

0.8 

Nov.    ; 

0.8 

Dec.    : 

0.8 

Retail  value  of 

1  pound  of  whole 

wheat  bread  l/ 


Cents 


9.3 
9.6 
9.5 
9.1 


9.5 
9.4 
9.3 
9.2 
9.3 
9.3 
9.3 
9.3 
9.3 
9.3 
9.3 
9.3 


9.4 

9.4 
9.4 
9.5 
9.6 
9.7 
9.7 
9.7 
9.7 
9.7 
9.7 
9.7 


9.7 
9.7 
9.7 
9.7 
9.7 
9.7 
9.6 
9.6 
9.3 
9.2 
9.2 
9.2 


Actual 
margin 


Centn 


Farm  value  as 
percentage  of 
retail  value 


Percent 


7.8 

16 

8.0 

17 

8.5 

11 

8.1 

11 

8.1 

15 

8.0 

15 

7.9 

16 

7.9 

14 

8.0 

14 

8.1 

13 

7.9 

15 

7.7 

It 

7.7 

17 

7.7 

17 

7.7 

17 

7.5 

19 

7.5 

30 

7.5 

20 

7.5 

20 

7.6 

20 

7.8 

19 

8.0 

Id 

8.0 

la 

8.2 

Id 

8.3 

14 

8.3 

14 

8.4 

13 

8.4 

13 

8.3 

14 

8.3 

14 

8.5 

12 

8.6  • 

11 

8.6 

11 

8.6 

11 

e.7 

9 

8.8 

8 

8.5 

9 

8.4 

9 

8.4 

9 

3.4 

9 

Continued 
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Table  40.-  Whole  wheat  bread,  farm- to-retail  price  spreads,  continued 


Year 
and 

month 


1939 


Jan. 

Feb. 
Mar. 
Ai-r. 
l^y 

July 

Sept, 
Oct. 
Kov. 
Dec. 


1940 


Jan. 

Feb. 

Ma.r. 

Apr. 

Ivlay 

June 

July 

Aug. 

Sept, 

Oct. 

Nov. 

Dec. 


1941 


Jan, 
Feb. 
M.-tr. 
A'.r. 

June 


Farrn  v^.luo  of 
.92  round 
cf  vh'^rit 


Cent  a 


0.9 

0.9 

0.9 

0.9 

1.0 

1.0 

0.9 

0.8 

1.1 

1.1 

1.1 

1.3 


1.3 
1.3 


Retail  value  of 
1  pound  of  whole 
wheat  br;jad  l/ 


Cents 


9.2 

9.1 

9.1 

9.1 

9.1 

9.1 

9.1 

9.0 

9.0 

9.0 

9.0 

9.0 


9.3 

9.3 


Actiial 
mar^rin 


Cents 


9.0 

8.0 


Farm  value  as 
percentage  of 
retail  value 


Percent 


6.3 

10 

8.2 

10 

8.2 

10 

8.2 

10 

8.1 

11 

8.1 

11 

8.2 

10 

8.2 

10 

7.9 

12 

7.9 

12 

7.9 

12 

7.7 

14 

14 

14 


1/  Retail  rrices  used  in  this  table  after  June  1.  1937  are  carried  .1  cent 
below  the  price  published  by  Bureau  of  Labor  Statistics  to  preserve  com- 
parability with  earlier  years. 
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lable 41.-  Macaroni,  farm- to-retail  price  spreads 


fear 
and 
month 


if 


1936 

1937 
1938 
1939 


iarm  value 

of  1,72  llDs. 

of  durum  wheat 


1936 


Jan. 
Feb. 
Mar. 

Apr. 

May 

June 

July 

Aug. 

Sept, 

Oct. 

Nov. 

Dec. 


1937 


1) 


Jan. 

Feb. 

Mar. 

Apr. 

May 

June 

July 

Aug. 

Sert. 

Oct. 

Kov. 

Dec. 


1938 


Jan. 

Feb. 

Mar. 

Apr. 

May 

June 

July 

Aug. 

Sept. 

Oct. 

Nov. 

Dec. 


Cents 

2.8 
2.9 
1.7 
1.6 


2.4 
2.5 
2.4 
2.2 
2.0 
2.1 
2.8 
3.3 

3.5 
^.3 

3.5 


3.9 

3.8 

3.7 

3.5 

3.1 

2.5 

3.1 

2.6 

2.5 

2.3 

2.1 

2.2 


2.3 
2.3 
2.1 

2.0 
1.8 
1.9 
1.6 
1.4 
1.3 
1.3 
1.2 
1,3 


Retail  value 
of  1  pound 
of  macaroni 


Cents 

15.1 
15.3 
14.8 
14.3 


15.3 

15.0 

14.8 

14.8 

14.7 

15.1 

15.1 

15.1 

15.3 

15,2 

15.2 

15.2 


15.3 

15.4 

15.4 

15.4 

15.5 

15.5 

15.4 

15.4 

15.4 

15.2 

15.1 

15.2 


14.9 

15.0 

14.9 

14.9 

14.9 

14.8 

14.8 

14.8 

14.8 

14.7 

14.6 

14.6 


:  Farm  value  as 
Actual   :  percentage  of 
mar g i n  :  retail  value 
Cents     Fercent 


12.3 
12.4 
13.1 
12.7 


12.9 

12.5 
12.4 
12.6 
12.7 
13.0 
12.3 
11.8 
12.1 
11.7 
11.9 
11.7 


11.4 

11.6 

11.7 

11.9 

12.4 

13.0 

12.3 

12.8 

12.9 

12.9 

13.0 

13.0 


12.6 

12.7 

12.8 

12.9 

13.1 

12.9 

13.2 

13.4 

13.5 

13.4 

13.4 

13.3 


19 
19 
11 
11 


16 

17 

16 

15 

14 

14 

19 

22 

21 

23 

22 

23 


25 
25 
24 
23 
20 
16 
20 
17 

16 
15 

14 


15 

15 

14 

13 

12 

13 

11 

9 

9 

9 


Continued 
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Table  41.-  Macaroni,  farm- to-retail  price  spreads,  continued 


lear 
and 
month 


1939 


1940 


Jan.        : 

1.4 

Feb.         ! 

1.4 

iViar.        : 

1.4 

AiDr.        : 

■       1.5 

I/.ay          : 

1.6 

June        J 

1.6 

July        ; 

'       1.4 

Aug.         ; 

1.5 

Sept.      ! 

2.0 

Oct.         ; 

1.8 

Nov. 

1.9 

Dec. 

;               2.2 

Farm  value 
of  1.72  lbs. 

of  durun  wh'-'.at 


P.etail  value 
01  1  p  ^'ond 
of  macaroni 


Actual 

mar^'^in 


Cents 


Jan. 

:               2.2 

Feb. 

:               2.2 

l^lar. 

Apr. 

May 

J 

J^one 

July 

Aug. 

Sept. 

Oct. 

Nov. 

Dec. 

, 

Cents 


14.4 
14.4 


Cents 


12.2 
12.2 


Farm  value  as 
percentage  of 
retail  value 


Percent 


14.4 

13.0 

10 

14.4 

13.0 

10 

14.3 

13.9 

10 

14.3 

13.8 

10 

14.2 

12.^    ; 

11 

14.2 

12.6 

11 

14.2 

12.3 

10 

14.1 

12.6 

11 

14.2 

12.2 

14 

14.4 

12.6 

12 

14.4 

■     12.5 

13 

14.4 

12.2 

15 

II 


15 
15 


1941 


Jan. 

Feb. 

« 

Mir. 

At>r. 

t 

May 

• 

June 

« 
• 

• 
• 
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Table  42.-  Soda  cracker 

—  -  -  

Year 

:   Farm  value 

and 

:■  of  1.085  lbs. 

mcnth 

I    of  v/heat 

i              Cents 

1936 

1.7 

1937 

:      1.9 

1938 

:      1.2 

1939 

t      1,1 

1936 

Jan. 

1.7 

Feb.    ! 

1.7 

Mar*   i 

1.6 

ADr.    : 

1.6 

Ivla^v    : 

1.5 

June   : 

1.5 

July 

1.7 

Aug. 

1.9 

Sept.   : 

1.9 

Oct. 

1.9 

Nov.   : 

1.9 

Dec. 

8      2.1 

1937       i 

Jan.    : 

2.2 

Feb.    : 

2.3 

Mar.   : 

2.2 

Apr. 

2.3 

May    : 

2.1 

June   : 

2.0 

July   • 

2.0 

Aug.    ; 

1.8 

Sept.   { 

1.7 

Oct.    : 

1.6 

Nov.   : 

1.5 

Dec. 

1.5 

1933       i 

Jan.    : 

1.6 

Feb.   • 

1.6 

War.   : 

1.5 

Apr. 

1.4 

May    : 

1.3 

June    ; 

1.3 

July    • 

1.1 

AUg.   : 

0.9 

Sept.   : 

0.9 

Oct.   : 

0.9 

Nov.    : 

0.9 

Dec.   : 

1.0 

He  tail  value 
of  1  lb.  of 
soda  crackers 


Cents 

18.1 
17.9 
16.1 
15.3 


17.9 
17.9 

18.1 
18.1 
18.0 
18.1 
18.1 
18.2 
18.3 
18.4 
18.2 
18.2 


18.1 
18.1 
18.1 
18.2 
18.3 
18.4 
18.0 
18.1 
17.6 
17.6 
17.6 
16.6 


16.5 

16.4 

16.4 

16.4 

16.3 

16.3 

16.1 

16.2 

16.1 

15.8 

15.5 

15.4 


price  spreads 

:  Farm  value  as 

i     Actual 

:  percentage  of 

:  raar|;in 

:  retail  value 

Cents 

Percent 

16.4 

9 

16.0 

IX 

14.9 

8 

14.2 

7 

16.2 

d 

16.2 

9 

16.5 

9 

16.5 

9 

16.5 

a 

16.6 

i 

16.4 

9 

16.3 

10 

16.4 

10 

16.5 

10 

16.3 

10 

16.1 

u 

15.9 

13 

15.8 

13 

15.9 

12 

15.9 

13 

16.2 

11 

16.4 

11 

16.0 

11 

16.3 

10 

15.9 

10 

16.0 

9 

16.1 

9 

15.1 

9 

14.9 

10 

14.8 

10 

14.9 

9 

15.0 

9 

15.0 

6 

15.0 

8 

15.0 

7 

15.3 

6 

15.2 

6 

14.9 

6 

14.6 

6 

14.4 

6 

Continued 

-  61  - 


Table  42,-  Soda  crackers,  farm-to-retail  plaice  spreads,  continued 


Year 
and 

month 


Farm  value 

of  1.085  lbs. 

of  wh3at 


■Retail  value 

of  1  lb.  of 

soda  crackers 


i 

Cents 

1939 

Jan.    ; 

1.0 

Feb.    : 

1.0 

Mar.    : 

1.0 

Apr.    : 

1.0 

May    : 

1.1 

June   ! 

1.1 

July   : 

1.0 

Aug.    : 

1.0 

Sept.   : 

1.3 

Oct.    : 

1.3 

Nov.   : 

1.3 

Dec.   : 

1.5 

1940      : 

Jan.    ! 

1.5 

Feb.    : 

1.5 

Mar. 

Ax>T, 

May 

June 

J^ily 

AUg. 

Sept. 

Oct. 

Nov. 

Dec. 

1941 

Jan. 

Feb. 

Iviar. 

Apr. 

May 

June 

Cents 


15.4 

15.5 


Actual 
margin 


Farm  value  as 
percentage  of 
retail  value 


Cents 


F'-^rcent 


15.3 

14.3 

7 

15.3 

14.3 

7 

15.2 

14.2 

7 

15.2 

14.2 

7 

15.3 

14.1 

7 

15.2 

14.1 

7 

15.2 

14.2 

7 

15.1 

14.1 

7 

15.4 

14.1 

8 

15.4 

14.1 

8 

15.4 

14.1 

8 

15.5 

14.0 

10 

13.9 
14.0 


^■i 


10 
10 


« 


!.l 


^- 


f 


If 
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Year 

and 
month 


Table  43.-  Hominy  .gi^Us.  farm- to-retail  price  spreads 


Farm  value 
of  2.95  lbs. 
of  corn 


Cents 


xy36 

4.0 

1937 

:      5.0 

1938 

:      2.6 

1939  2/ 

:      2.4 

1936 

Jan, 

2.8 

Feb. 

:     2.9 

Mar. 

:      3.0 

Apr. 

3.0 

May 

:      3.2 

June 

:     3.2 

July 

4.2 

Aug. 

:      5.5 

Sept. 

5.5 

Oct. 

:      5.2 

Nov. 

:   .5.0 

Dec. 

i             5.0 

1937       i 

Jan.    J 

5.3 

Feb.    1 

5.5 

I«Iar.     ! 

5.6 

AiDr,    : 

6.3 

May     • 

6.4 

June    : 

6.2 

July    ; 

6.2 

Aug.    : 

5.4 

Sept. 

4.9 

Oct.    : 

5.1 

Nov.    : 

2.5 

Dec.    : 

2.6 

1938       i 

Jan.    : 

2.7 

Feb.    : 

2.7 

Mar. 

2.7 

Apr.    : 

2.8 

May 

2.3 

June 

2.8 

July    : 

2.8 

Aug.    : 

2.6 

Sept.   : 

2.5 

Oct.    : 

2.2 

Nov.     • 

2.1 

Dec. 

2.3 

He tail  value ~^ 
of  24-02.  pkg. 
hominy  grits  1/ 

rt  _^  ^k  J,  _ 


Cents 


Actual 
margin 


Cents 


!  i'arm  valu«  as 
:  percentage  of 
:    retail  value 


Fercont 


9.2 

5.2 

43 

9.7 

4.7 

52 

8.8 

6.2 

30 

8.4 

6.0 

• 

29 

9.1 

6.3 

31 

9.1 

6.2 

32 

9.0 

6.0 

33 

9.0 

6.0 

33 

9.0 

5.8 

36 

8.9 

5.7 

36 

8.9 

4.7 

47 

9.1 

3.6 

60 

9.3 

3.8 

59 

9.6 

4.4 

54 

9.8 

4.8 

51 

9.6 

4.8 

61 

9.8 

4.5 

54 

9.7 

4.2 

57 

9.7 

4.1 

58 

9.7 

3.4 

65 

9.7 

3.3 

66 

9.7 

3.5 

64 

9.8 

3.6 

63 

9.8 

4.4 

65 

9.8 

4.9 

60 

9.7 

6.6 

$2 

9.4 

6.9 

37 

9.1 

6.5 

89 

9.2 

6.5 

89 

9.1 

8.8 

6.4 
6.1 

30 
HI 

8.8 

6.0 

33 

8.8 

6.0 

3» 

8.7 

5.9 

33 

3.3 

6.0 

38 

3.7 

6.1 

30 

5.7 

6.2 

89 

3.8 

6.6 

85 

8.7 

6.6 

84 

0.6 

6.3 

Continued 

87 
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Table  43.-  Hominy  grits,  farm- to-retail  price  spreads,  continued 


Year 
and 

month 


1939 


Jan. 

Feb, 

Ua.T, 

Apr. 

May 

June 

July 

Aug. 

Sept. 

Oct. 

Nov. 

Dec. 


1940 


Jan. 

Feb. 

Mar. 

Apr. 

May 

June 

July 

Aug. 

S'^pt. 

Oct. 

Nov. 

Dec. 


1941 


Jan. 

Fob. 

Mar. 

Apr. 

May 

June 


Farm  value 

of  2.95  lbs. 

of  corn 


He tail  value 
of  24- oz.  pkg. 
hominy  grits  l/ 


:  Farm  value  of 
Actual  :  percentage  of 
margin   ;  retail  value 


Cents 


2.4 
2.3 
2.3 

2.4 
2.5 
2.6 
2.5 

2.4' 


Cents 


Cents 


Percent 


8. 

5 

8. 

5 

8. 

4 

8. 

4 

8. 

4 

8, 

4 

8. 

5 

8. 

.5 

6.1 

28 

6.2 

27 

6.1 

27 

6.0 

29 

5.9 

30 

5.8 

31 

6.0 

29 

6,1 

26 

» 

i 


l/  The  Bureau  of  Labor  Statistics  has  discontinued  collection  of  the 
retail  prices  of  this  item. 

2/  Eight-month  average  (Jan.  -  Aug. ) 


r 
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Table  43.-  Hominy  .grits,  farm- to-retail  price  spreads 


Year 

and 
month 


1936 
1937 
1938 
1939  2/ 


1936 


Jan, 
Feb. 
Mar. 
Apr. 
May- 
June 
July 
Aug. 
Sept. 
Oct. 
Nov. 
Dec. 


1937 


Jan. 
Feb. 
I»Iar. 

ADr. 

May 

June 

July 

Aug. 

Sept, 

Oct. 

Nov. 

Dec. 


1938 


Jan, 

Feb. 

JS/Iar. 

Apr. 

May 

June 

July 

Aug. 

Sept. 

Oct. 

Nov. 

Dec, 


Farm  value 
of  2.95  lbs. 
of  corn 


Cents 

4.0 
5.0 
2.6 
2.4 


2.8 
2.9 
3.0 
3.0 
3.2 
'3.2 
4.2 
5.5 
5.5 
5.2 
5.0 
5.0 


5.3 
5.5 
5,6 
6,3 
6.4 
6.2 
6.2 
5.4 
4.9 
3.1 
2.5 
2.6 


2.7 
2.7 
2.7 
2.8 
2.3 
2.8 
2.3 
2.6 
2.5 
2.2 
2.1 
2.3 


He tail  value  '   T 
of  24-02.  pkg.  ,  I 
hominy  ^rita  if    ; 


Cents 

9.2 

9.7 
8.8 
8.4 


9.1 

9.1 
9.0 
9.0 
9.0 
8.9 

e.d 

9.1 
9.3 
9.6 
9.8 
9.8 


9.8 
9.7 
9.7 
9.7 
9.7 
9.7 
9.8 
9.8 
9.8 
9.7 
9.4 
9.1 


9.2 
9.1 

8.8 
8.8 
8.8 
3.7 
3.3 
3.7 
3.7 
3.3 
8.7 
8.6 


Cent! 


:  J*  arm  value  as 
Actual  :  percentage  of 
margin  :  retail  value 


Percent 
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Table  43.-  Hominy  grits,  farm-to-retail  Thrice  spreads,  continued 


Year 
and 
month 


5.2 

43 

4.7 

52 

6.2 

30 

6.0 

29 

6.3 

31 

6.2 

32 

6.0 

33 

6.0 

33 

5.8 

36 

5.7 

36 

4.7 

47 

3.6 

60 

3.8 

59 

4.4 

54 

4.8 

01 

4.8 

51 

4.5 

94 

4.2 

57 

4.1 

58 

3.4 

65 

3.3 

m 

3.5 

64 

3.6 

.  63 

4.4 

55 

4.9 

50 

6.6 

32 

6.9 

at 

6.5 

m 

6.5 

m 

6.4 

30 

6.1 

m 

6.0 

38 

6.0 

38 

5.9 

38 

6.0 

38 

6.1 

30 

6.2 

m 

6.6 

2i 

6,  6 

m 

6.3 

m 

Continued 

1939 


Jan. 

Feb, 

Mar. 

Apr. 

May 

June 

July 

Aug. 

Sept. 

Oct. 

Nov. 

Dec. 


1940 


Jan. 

Feb. 

Mar. 

Apr. 

May 

June 

July 

Aug. 

Sopt. 

Oct. 

Nov. 

Dec. 


1941 


Jan. 

Fob. 

Mar. 

Apr. 

May 

June 


Farm  value 

of  2.95  lbs, 

of  corn 


Cents 


ietail  value 
of  24- oz.  pkg. 
hominy  grits  l/ 
Cents 


Actual 

margin 
Cents 


Farm  value  of 
percentage  of 
retail  value 


Percent 


2.4 

8.5 

2.3     . 

8.5 

2.3 

8.4 

2.4 

8.4 

2.5 

8.4 

2.6 

8.4 

2.5 

8.5 

2.4^ 

8.5 

6.1 

28 

6.5 

27 

6.1 

27 

6.0 

29 

5.9 

30 

5.8 

31 

6.0 

29 

6,1 

28 

t 


1/  The  Bureau  of  Labor  Statistics  has  discontinued  collection  of  the 
retail  prices  of  this  item. 

2/  Eight-month  average  (Jan.  -  Aug. ) 
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Table  44.-  Peanut  butter,  ^arm-to-re tail  price  spreadl* 


Year 
and 
month 


1936 
1937 
1938 
1939 


1936 


Jan. 
Feb. 
Mar. 
Apr. 
May- 
June 
July 
Aug. 
Sept. 
Oct. 
Nov. 
Dec. 


1937 


Jan. 

Feb. 

Mar. 

Apr. 

May 

June 

July 

Aug. 

Sept. 

Oct. 

Nov. 

Dec. 


1938 


Jan. 
Feb. 
Mar. 
Apr. 
May- 
June 
July 
Aug. 
Sept. 
Oct. 
Nov, 
Dec. 


Farm  value 

of  1.73  lbs. 

of  peanuts 


Cents 

5.8 
6.6 
5.9 
5.9 


5.2 

5.4 
5.2 
5.4 
5.7 
5.7 
6.4 
6.  6 
6.4 
6.1 
5.7 
6.2 


7.1 
7.1 
7.3 
7.8 
7.6 
7.3 
6.9 
6.4 
5.9 
5.5 
5.5 
5.5 


5.7 
5.9 
6.1 
6.1 
5.9 
6.1 
6.1 
6.0 
5.6 
5.5 
5.7 
5.7 


Retail  value 
of  1  pound  of 
peanut  butter 


Cents 


•  ■  :  F^-rm  value  as 
Actual  :  percentage  of 
margin  ;  re-tail  value 


Cents 


pRrcent 


19.2 

13.4 

30 

19.5 

12.9 

34 

18.5 

12.6 

32 

18.0 

12.1 

33 

21.x 

15.9 

25 

20.1 

14.7 

27 

19.4 

14.2 

27 

19.0 

13.6 

28 

18.8 

13.1 

30 

18.5 

12.8 

31 

18.6 

12.2 

34 

18.8 

12.2 

35 

19.0 

12.6 

34 

19.1 

13.0 

32 

18.9 

13.2 

30 

18.8 

12.6 

33 

18.9 

11.8 

38 

19.2 

12.1 

37 

19.5 

12.2 

37 

19.7 

11.9 

40 

19.9 

12.3 

38 

20.1 

12.8 

36 

19.9 

13.0 

35 

19.9 

13.5 

32 

19.6 

13.7 

30 

19.4 

13.9 

28 

19.1 

13.6 

29 

19.0 

13.5 

29 

18.8 

13.1 

30 

18.8 

12.9 

31 

18.7 

12.6 

33 

18.6 

12.5 

33 

18.6 

12.7 

32 

18.5 

12.4 

33 

18.5 

12.4 

33 

18.1 

12.1 

33 

18.4 

12.9 

30 

18.5 

13.0 

30 

18.4 

12.7 

31 

18.3 

12.6 

a 

Continued 
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Table  44. 


-  Peanut  butter,  farm-to-retail  price  spreads,  continued 


Year   .  i 

and    I 

month   i 


1939 


Jan. 

Feb. 


Farm  vHlue 

of  1.73  lbs. 

6i  pee nut 8 


Cents 


5.9 
5.9 


■ — -"^^ 

Retail  value 
of  1  po\lnd  of 
t)-5anut  butter 


Liar.    : 

D.  u 

Apr.    : 

5.9 

May    ! 

5.9 

June   : 

5.9 

July   : 

5.8 

Aug. 

5.9 

Sept.   ; 

6.0 

Oct.   : 

5.8 

Nov.   : 

5.9 

Dec.   : 

5.9 

1940      : 

Jan.   : 

6.2 

Feb.    : 

6.2 

Mar.   : 

kOT. 

May 

June 

July 

AU:^. 

Seot. 

Oct. 

Nov. 

Dec. 

1941 

Jan. 

Feb. 

Mar. 

Aur. 

May 

June 

1^  1 1 » ■  « I 

Cents 


18.2 

18.1 

18.0 

18.0 

18.0 

17.9 

17.9 

17.9 

18.1 

17.9 

17.9 

17.9 


17.8 
17.9 


Ictual 
margin 


"Farm  value  as 
percentage  of 
retail  value 


Cents 


12.3 
12.2 
12.0 
12.1 

12.1 
12.0 
12.1 

12.0 

12.1 
12.1 
12.0 
12.0 


11.6 
11.7 


Percent 


32 

33 

33 

33 

33 

33 

32 

33 

33 

32 

33 

33 


35 
35 
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Parm- to-retail  price  spreads,  1936-39  l/ 


Commodity 


Table 
number 


Cabbage 
1936 
1937 
1938 
1939 
1940 

Onions 
193fi 
1937 
1938 
1939 
1940 

Prunes 
1936 
1937 
1938 
1939 
1940 

Raisins 
1936 
1937 
1938 
1939  2/ 
1940 

Beet  sugar 
1936 
1937 
1938 
1939 
1940 

Cane  sugar 
1936 
1937   . 
1938 
1939 
1940 

Corn,  canned 
1936 
1937 
1938 
1939 
1940 


26 


27 


28 


29 


30 


31 


32 


Unit 


'f .  • 


.:■  Farra._ 
equivalent 


1  lb. 


1  lb. 


1  lb. 


1.08  lbs. 


Sugar 

beets 

6.7 

lbs. 

6.9 

lbs. 

6.8 

lbs. 

6.9 

lbs. 

Sugar 

CEine 

12.  c 

i  lbs. 

13.  £ 

> 

13.  S 

12.7 


3.2  IbF.. 
sweet  corn 


""  il^jtail 


1  lb. 


1  lb. 


1  lb. 


1  lb, 


1  lb, 


1  lb. 


L^o.  2  can 


Farm  rile  tail 
value  :'  value 


C^nts   Cents 


1.1 

0.7 

0.5 
0.8 


!   :Farm  value 
Actual  :as  percent 
margin  :of  retail 
:  value 
Cents 


Farm 
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-to-retail  price  spreads.  1936-39  l/.  continued 


Commodity 


Table 
i  number 


4.4 
5.7 
3. -6 
3.6 


3.3 
3.:0 
3.-1 
2.8 


2.0 

5.6 

3.6 

2.5 

5.6 

S.l 

2.0 

5.3 

3.3 

1.7 

5.4 

3.7 

Percent 


25 
X9 
14 
22 


0.8 

3.8 

3.-0  ■ 

21 

1.2 

4.1 

2.9 

29 

1.1 

4.3 

3.2 

26 

0.8 

3.8 

3.0 

21 

?.4 

9.9 

6,5 

34 

3.4 

10^5 

7.1   . 

32 

2.4 

9.3 

6.9 

26 

2.3 

9.1 

5.7 

37 

3.4 

9.7 

6.3 

35 

3.6 

10.1 

6;5  ' 

36 

3.0 

9.9 

6.9 

30 

2.5 

9.4 

6.9 

27 

1.9 

5.9 

4.0 

32 

2.1 

5.9 

3.8 

•   36 

1.8 

5.7 

3.9 

32 

1.3 

5.8 

4.0 

31 

36 
45 

38 
31 


1.6 
1.7 
1.7 
1.5 

12.0 
12.9 
11.5 
10.6 

1<5.4       13 

11.2      13 

9.8      15 

9.3      12 

Continued 

Peas,  canned 
1936 
1937 
1938 
1939 
1940 

Tomatoes,  canned 


1936 
1937 
1938 
1939 
1940 

G-reen  beans 
1936 
1937 
1938 
1939 
1940 

Carrots 
1936 
1937 
1938 
1939 
1940 

Celery 

1936 

1937 

1938 

1939  2/ 

1940 

Lettuce 
1936 
1937 
1938 
1939 
1940 

Spinach 
1936 
1937 
1938 
1939 
1940 


33 


34 


45 


/ 


46 


47 


48 


49 


.mill     *iii  <   «  ■ 


Unit 


Panh 
equivalent 


377  Ih, 


3  lbs. 


No 


30  bu. 


1/55  bushel 


/78  of  2/3 
crate 


1/48  crate 


1/1 8  bushel 


He tail 


2  can 


.  2  can 


Iti. 


bunch 


bunch 


1  head 


1  lb. 


Farm  :  He  tail  : Actual  :as  Dercent 
value  :  value  : margin  :of  retail 

•       :  value 


:Farm  value 


Cents   Cents   Cents   Percent 


2.3 
2.3 
2.3 
2.2 


1.4 
1.5 
1.5 
1.4 


16.0 

13.7 

14 

16.2 

13.9 

14 

15.2 

12.9 

15 

13.8 

11.8 

14 

9.4 

8.0 

15 

9.3 

7.8 

16 

8.8 

7.3 

1? 

8.6 

7.2 

16 

4.0 

11.8 

7.8 

34 

4.1 

12.4 

8.3 

33 

3.1 

10.4 

7.3 

30 

3.0 

10.6 

7.6 

28 

1.0 

5.4 

4.4 

19 

1.1 

5.9 

4.8 

19 

0.9 

5.5 

4.6 

16 

1.1 

5.4 

4.3 

20 

2.3 

9.1 

6.8 

25 

2.2 

9.3 

7.1 

24 

1.7 

8.0 

6.3 

21 

2.0 

8.3 

6.3 

24 

3.0 

8.6 

5.6 

35 

3.3 

8.6 

5.3 

38 

3.1 

8.7 

5.6 

36 

2.9 

8.3 

5.4 

35 

2.2 

7.3 

5.1 

30 

2.2 

7.2 

5.0 

31 

2.0 

6.9 

4.9 

29 

1.9 

6.7 

4.8 
Continued 

28 

\ 


I 
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Farm-to-retail  price  spreads .  1936-39  l/.  continued 


Commodity  ' 


5rA3n  beans. 

canned 
1936     ~ 
1937 
1933 
1939 
19  iO 

Asparagus , canned 
1936  "     ~ 
1937 
1938 
1939  2/ 
1940 

Peache  s .  canne d 
1936 
1937 
1938 
1939 
1940 

Fears,  canned 
1936    ~" 
1937 
1938 
1939  2/ 
1940 


Tablet 
number 


Unit 


50 


Farm 
equivalent 


.88  lb. 


No.  2  can 


51 


2.19  lbs. 


52 


53 


1.37  lbs. 


3.06  lbs. 


No.  2  can 


No.  2i   can 


No.  2i   can 


Farm  : Re tail 
value  ; value 


.•Farm  value 
Actual  :as  percent 
margin  :of  retail 
value 


C2nts       jents       Cents       Frircent — " 


1.9 

2.0 
2.0 
1.9 


11.7 
12.1 
11.2 
10.1 


9.8 

10.1 

9.2 

8.2 


8.5 
9.0 
8.9 
7.9 


2.7 
3.3 
2.2 
1.3 


S.6 
•.5 
1.9 
0.2 


1/  Monthly  farm  prices  are  not  available  for  these  commodities. 

2/  Eight-month  average  (Jan.  -  Aup-  )   tv.^^  ■»,,,.     ^  t  ^ 

discontinued  coXlectifn  of  the  rt^Uori^L  ^Sif  1^^'  ''^"^""  *"' 


16 
17 

18 
19 


26.3 

17.3 

32 

23.6 

19.3 

33 

29.5 

20.6 

30 

27.8 

19.9 

28 

13.1 

15.4 

15 

19.3 

16.0 

17 

18.6 

16.4 

12 

16.8 

14.9 

8 

22.2 

19.6 

12 

22.0 

19.5 

11 

21.3 

19.4 

9 

20.4 

18.2 

XI 
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Index  to  tables 

Tables  showing  farm  value,  retail  value,  and  actual  margins  per 
retail  unit,  and  farm  value  as  a  percentage  of  retail  value 

Food                         Table  Ijo^  Fage 

58  foods  combined ®  f? 

58  foods  combined,  index  numbers  ...  9 

Meat_^dairy.  and  poultry  products  .  ^^ 

"Beef  products *^  ^^ 

Pork  products }^  gQ 

Lamb  products f>^  ^q 

Dairy  products ^|  gQ 

F^gs ^^ 

Bakery  products  ^g 

Bread,  white Jtq  54 

Bread,  rye f^  cc 

Bread,  whole  wheat •  •  ^  ^q 

Soda  crackers *^ 

Cereal  foods  «. 

Flour,  white \^  28 

Corn  meal Tq  30 

Rolled  oats *°  ^g 

Corn  flakes ±1  34 

Wheat  cereal ^^  ^g 

gice ^1  58 

Macaroni |J  53 

Hominy  grits •  ^'^ 

Fresh  fruits  and  vegetables  , 

Apples 35 

li^,ll' :;::::  zt  48 

I'smons ,  .  .  .  .  g^ 

Beans,  green ^g  ^g 

Carrots l^  67 

Lettuce Jx  55 

Onions %L  44 

Potatoes,  white -g  go 

Potatoes,  sweet ^2  67 

Soinach *^ 

Canned  friiU£_rjad_voge tables 

Peaches,  canned" ^  gQ 

Pears,  canned ^  ^3 

Asparagus,  canned  g*  *q 

Pork  and  beans,  canned «^  -« 

Green  beans,  canned ^  gg 

Corn,  canned ^  ^ 

Peas,  c.-inned ^  gy 

Tomatoes,  canned  "^ 

Miscellaneous  gg 

Prunes 3o  ^ 

Raisins 51  -lo 

Navy  beans ^  |^ 

Beet  sugar ^^  gg 

Cs^e  supr |i  g4 

Peanut  butter  ** 
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